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INTRODUCTION 


William Adams.— The first English attempts to open 
intercourse with Japan were made in the last quarter of the 
sixteenth century, as a result of that spirit of enterprise which 
led to the voyages of Drake and Hawkins, and the founding 
of the East India Company (1600). They all seem^to have 
failed, and the first English navigator to reach Japan was 
William Adams. 

The Portuguese and Spaniards had traded with Japan 
since about the year 1542, and in 1598 the Dutch sent out 
a trading fleet for the same purpose, William Adams being 
pilot aboard one of the ships. This fleet was dispersed by 
storms, and Adams’s ship was driven to Japan in 1600, where 
the ship was made prize and the crew detained. Adams 
himself, although a man of no education, soon became great 
with the Emperor Iyeyasu, who, although he gave him power 
and place, would not let him return home, but kept him in 
Japan till his death. Adams died in 1620; and all we know 
of his adventurous life is contained in his letters, and a few 
allusions in the letters or diaries of Saris and Cocks. 

John Saris , who founded the English settlement, was bom 
about 1580. He sailed with Sir Henry Middleton to Bantam, 
in 1604, and remained there for some time. In 1611 he was 
in England again, and was made chief captain of a fleet of 
three ships— the Clove, the Hector , and the Thomas — for the 
East. In his commission from the East India Company we 
learn, amongst other things, that: “For the better comfort 
and recreation of their servants, the Company h?s sent the 
works of that worthy servant of Christ, Mr. William Perkins, 
to instruct their minds and feed their souls with that heavenly 
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food of the knowledge of the truth of God’s word, and the 
Book oj Martyrs , in two volumes, as also Mr. Hackluit’s 
Voyages to recreate their spirits with variety of history”. In 
this venture Richard Cocks was Chief Merchant. 

They were not sent out especially for Japan, but by force 
of events they came there, and arrived, in June, 1613, at 
Hirado. They were welcomed by the authorities. Adams 
came to see them, and brought Saris up to court; whereupon 
the emperor gave them a concession. The Factory was 
established, and Adams made second in command. Saris 
returned to England in the same year, leaving Cocks in 
charge. In 1616 Iyeyasu died, and the English venture 
soon after failed. 

The Text . — This book is a reprint, taken from Pure has his 
Pilgrims (1625), of Saris’s account of the venture, and (with 
considerable omissions) of Cocks’s diary, followed by the 
most important parts of Adams’s Letters. Saris’s Journal 
and Letters , with extracts from the books of the East India 
Company, have been published by Sir Ernest Satow for the 
Hakluyt Society (1900); and Adams’s Letters in fuller form 
by Mr. Rundall for the same society (1850). In the present 
reprint, Purchas’s version of Adams has been checked by 
Mr. Rundall’s, and for the most part the original substituted; 
but in some cases Purchas has been left alone, because it is 
more intelligible. Adams’s style is as far as the poles from 
elegance, and is often incorrect and obscure; but it is sincere 
and telling, ancUit^has therefore generally been kept. Those 
who wish for the undiluted Adams will find him in the extract 
from another letter in the Appendix (which is reprinted by 
permission from the Hakluyt Society’s volume). 
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The Habit, Rites, and Customs of the Japonians. 

The eleventh of June, 1613, about three of the clock 
in the afternoon, we came to an anchor half a league 
short of Firando, the tide so spent that we could not get 
farther in. Soon after I was visited by the old king, Foyne 
Sama, and his nephew, Tone Sama, governor then of the 
island under the old king. They were attended with 
forty boats or galleys, rowed some with ten some with 
fifteen oars on a side. When they drew near to the ship, 
the king commanded all but the two wherein himself 
and his nephew were to fall astern, and they only entered 
the ship: both of them in silk gowns, girt to them with a 
shirt, and a pair of breeches of flaxen cloth next their 
bodies. Either of them had two cattans or swords of that 
country by his side, the one of half a yard long, the other 
about a quarter. They woie no bands. The fore-parts of 
their heads were shaven to the crown, and the rest of 
their hair, which was very long, was gathered together 
and bound up on a knot behind: wearing neither hat nor 
turban, but bareheaded. The king was aged about 
seventy -two years, his nephew, or grandchild, that 

governed under him, was about two-and-twenty years 
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old; and either of them had his governor with him, who 
had command over their slaves as they appointed him. 

Their manner and courtesy in saluting was after their 
manner, which is this. First, in presence of him whom 
they are to salute, they put off their shoes (stockings they 
wear none), and then, clapping their right hand within 
their left, they put them down towards their knees, and 
so wagging or moving of their hands a little to and fro, 
they, stooping, step with small steps, sidling from the party 
saluted, and cry Augh, Augh. I led them into my cabin, 
where I had prepared a banquet for them, and a good 
consort of music, which much delighted them. They 
bade me welcome, and promised me kind entertainment. 
I delivered our king’s letters to the King of Firando, 
which he received with great joy, saying he would not 
open it till Ange came, who could interpret the same 
unto him. This Ange is in their language a pilot, being 
one William Adams, an Englishman, who passing with a 
Fleming through the South Sea, by mutiny and disorder 
of the mariners she remained in that country, and was 
seized upon by the emperor about twelve years before. 
The king, having stayed aboard about an hour and a half, 
took his leave. He was no sooner ashore but all his 
nobility, attended with a multitude of soldiers, entered 
the ship. Every man of worth brought his present with 
him: some venison, some wild-fowl, some wild boar the 
largest and fattest that ever any of us had seen, some 
fruits, fish, &c. They did much admire our ship, and 
made as if they had never seen it sufficiently. We being 
pestered with the number of these visitors, I sent to the 
king, requesting him that order might be taken to re- 
move them, and to prevent all inconveniences that might 
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happen. Whereupon he sent a guardian (being a prin- 
cipal man of his own guard) with charge to remain and 
lie aboard, that no injury might be offered unto us; and 
caused a proclamation to be made in the town to the 
same effect. The same night, Hendrick Brower, captain 
of the Dutch factory there, came aboard to visit me, or 
rather to see what passed between the king and us. I 
did write the same day to Master Adams (being then at 
Eddo, which is very near three hundred leagues from 
Firando) to let him understand of our arrival. King 
Foyne sent it away the next day by his admiral to Osaca, 
the first port of note upon the chief island, and then by 
post up the land to Eddo ; giving the emperor likewise to 
understand of our being there, and the cause thereof. 

The twelfth, in the morning, thtre was brought aboard 
such abundance of fish, and so cheap as we could desire. 
We weighed and set sail for the road. The king sent 
at the least threescore great boats or galleys, very well 
manned, to bring us into the harbour. I doubted what 
the cause of their coming might be, and was sending off 
the skiff to command them not to come near the ship, 
but the king, being the headmost, waved with his hand- 
kercher, and willed the rest to attend, and himself coming 
aboard, told me that he had commanded them to come 
to tow our ship in about a point, somewhat dangerous, by 
reason of the force of the tide, which was such that, having 
a stiff gale of wind, yet we could not stem it, and, coming 
into the eddy, we should have been set upon the rocks. 
So we sent hawsers aboard, them, and they fell to work. 
In the meanwhile the king did break his fast with me. 
Being at an anchor, I would have requited the people for 
their pains, but the king would not suffer them to take 
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anything. We anchored before the town in five fathom, 
so near the shore that we might talk to the people in 
their houses. We saluted the town with nine pieces of 
ordnance but were not answered, for they have no 
ordnance here, nor any fort, but barricados only for 
small shot. Our ground here was oozy. Divers noble- 
men came to bid me welcome, whereof two were of extra- 
ordinary account, called Nobusane and Simmadone, who 
were very well entertained, and at parting held very great 
state, one staying aboard whilst the other were landed; 
their children and chief followers in like manner. There 
came continually such a world of people aboard, both 
men and women, as that we were not able to go upon the 
decks; round about the ship was furnished with boats 
full of people, admiring much the head and stern of the 
ship. 

The king came aboard again, and brought four chief 
women with him. They were attired in gowns of silk, 
clapt the one skirt over the other, and so girt to them; 
bare-legged, only a pair of half buskins bound with silk 
riband about their instep; their hair, very black and very 
long, tied up in a knot upon the crown in a comely 
manner; their heads nowhere shaven as the men’s were. 
They were well faced, handed, and footed; clear skinned 
and white, but wanting colour, which they amend by art. 
Of stature low, but very fat. Very courteous in behaviour, 
not ignorant of the respect to be given unto persons 
according to their fashion. The king requested that 
none might stay in the cabin, save myself and my linguist, 
who was born in Japan, and was brought from Bantam in 
our ship thither, being well skilled in the Malayan tongue, 
wherein he delivered to me what the king spoke unto 
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him in the Japan language. The king’s women seemed 
to be somewhat bashful, but he willed them to be frolic. 
They sung divers songs, and played upon certain instru- 
ments, whereof one did much resemble our lute, being 
bellied like it, but longer in the neck, and fretted like 
ours, but had only four gut strings. Their fingering with 
the left hand like ours, very nimbly; but the right hand 
striketh with an ivory bone, as we use to play upon a 
cittern with a quill. They delighted themselves much 
with their music, keeping time with their hands, and 
playing and singing by book, pricked on line and space, 
resembling much ours here. I feasted them, and pre- 
sented them with divers English commodities, and after 
some two hours’ stay they returned. I moved the king 
for a house, which he readily granted, and took two of 
the merchants along with him, and showed them three or 
four houses, willing them to take their choice, paying the 
owners as they could agree. 

The thirteenth, I went ashore, attended upon by the 
merchants and principal officers, and delivered the presents 
to the king, amounting to the value of one hundred and 
forty pounds, or thereabouts, which he received with very 
great kindness* feasting me and my whole company with 
divers sorts of powdered wild-fowls and fruits. And calling 
for a standing cup (which was one of the presents then 
delivered him) he caused it to be filled with his country 
wine, which is distilled out of rice, and is as strong as our 
aqua vitae . And albeit the cup held upward of a pint and 
a h|lf, notwithstanding, taking the cup in his hand, he 
told me he would drink it all off, for a health to the King 
of England; and so he did, myself and all his nobles 
doing the like. And whereas in the room where the king 
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was there was only. myself and the Cape merchant (the 
rest of our company being in another room), the king 
commanded his secretary to go out unto them, and see 
that every one of them did pledge the health. The king 
and his nobles did sit at meat cross-legged upon mats, 
after the Turkey fashion: the mats richly edged, some 
with cloth of gold, some with velvet, satin, and damask. 

The fourteenth and fifteenth we spent with giving of 
presents. The sixteenth, I concluded with Captain 
Audassee, captain of the China quarter here, for his 
house; to pay ninety-five rials of eight for the monsoon 
of six months ; he to repair it at present, and we to repair 
it hereafter, and alter what we pleased ; he to furnish all 
convenient rooms with mats according to the fashion of 
the country. 

This day our ship was so pestered with people, that 
I was enforced to send to the king for a guardian to 
clear them out, many things being stolen; but I more 
doubted our own people than the naturals. There came 
in a Fleming, in one of the country boats, who had been 
at the island Mashima, where he had sold good store of 
pepper, broad-cloth, and elephants’ teeth, but would not 
be a known unto us to have sold anything, yet brought 
nothing back in the boat with him. But the Japons, his 
watermen, told us the truth, viz., That he had sold good 
quantity of goods at a mart there, and returned bars of 
silver, which they kept very secret. 

The one-and-twentieth, the old king came aboard 
again. The twenty -three, we had news of two China 
junks arrived at Nagasaki, laden with sugar. By hSb we 
understood that the Emperor of China had then lately 
put to death about five thousand persons for trading out 
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of the country, contrary to his edict, confiscating all their 
goods. Notwithstanding, hope of profit enticed these 
men to put it in hazard, having bribed the new Pungavas 
and officers upon the sea-coast, which, upon the execution 
of the former, were placed in their steads. 

The twenty-ninth, a soma or junk of the Flemings 
arrived at Nagasaki from Siam, laden with Brazil wood 
and skins of all sorts, wherein it was said that there were 
Englishmen, but proved to be Flemings. For that before 
our coming they passed generally by the name of Eng- 
lishmen. For our English nation has long been known by 
report among them, but much scandalled by the Portugals 
Jesuits, as pirates and rovers upon the seas; so that the 
naturals have a song which they call the English Cro- 
fonia, showing how the English do take the Spanish 
ships, which they (singing) do act likewise in gesture 
with their cattans by their sides; with which song and 
acting they terrify and scare their children, as the French 
sometimes did theirs with the name of Lord Talbot. 

The first of July, two of our company happened to 
quarrel the one with the other, and were very likely to 
have gone into the field, to the endangering of us all. 
For it is a custom here that whosoever draws a weapon 
in anger, although he do no harm therewith, he is pre- 
sently cut in pieces: and, doing but small hurt, not only 
themselves are so executed, but their whole generation. 

The second day, I went ashore to keep house in 
Firando, the household consisting of twenty-six persons. 
NotcflMiat at our coming we found broad-cloths of fifteen 
or sijeen pounds a cloth to be sold by the Dutch in 
Firando for forty rials of eight, which is eight pound 
sterling the mat, which mat is two yards and a quarter; 
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but desirous to keep up the price of our cloth, and hear- 
ing that the Dutch had great store there, I had confer- 
ence with Brower, captain of their factory, to this effect: 
that betwixt us we should set rates upon such cloths as 
both of us had, and neither of us in any wise to sell 
under the price agreed upon; for performance whereof, 
I proffered to enter into bond to him. In the morning 
he seemed to approve hereof, but ere night sent word 
that he disliked it, excusing himself that he had no 
warrant from his masters to make any such agreement. 
The next morning, he shipped away great store of cloth 
to divers islands, rating them at base prices, viz., at 
twenty, eighteen, and sixteen rials the mat, that he 
might procure the more speedy despatch of his own, 
and glut the place before the coming of ours. 

The seventh, the King of the Islan Goto, not far from 
Firando, came to visit King Foyne, saying that he had 
heard of an excellent English ship arrived in his do- 
minions, which he greatly desired to see and go aboard 
of. King Foyne entreated me that he might be per- 
mitted, for that he was an especial friend of his. So 
he was well entertained aboard, banqueted, and had 
divers pieces shot off at his departure, which he very 
kindly accepted, and told me that he should be right glad 
to live to see some of our nation come to his island, 
whither they should be heartily welcome. 

The tenth, three Japonians were executed for stealing 
of a woman from Firando, and selling her at Nagasaki 
long since. Two of them were brethren, and thgtether 
a sharer with them. When any are to be exited, 
they are led out of the town in this manner: there 
goeth first one with a pick -axe, next followeth another 
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with a shovel for to make his grave (if that be permitted 
him), the third man beareth a small table whereon is 
written the party’s offence, which table is afterwards set 
up upon a post on the grave where he is buried. The 
fourth is the party to be executed, his hands bound 
behind him with a silken cord, having a little banner 
of paper (much resembling our wind-vanes) whereon is 
likewise written his offence. The executioner followeth 
next with his cattan by his side, holding in his hand the 
cord wherewith the offender is bound. On either side 
of the executioner goeth a soldier with his pike, the head 
thereof resting on the shoulder of the party appointed to 
suffer, to scare him from attempting to escape. In this 
very manner I saw one led to execution, who went so 
resolutely, and without all appearance of fear of death, 
that I could not but much admire him, never having 
seen the like in Christendom. The offence for which 
he suffered was for stealing a sack of rice (of the value 
of two shillings sixpence) from his neighbour, whose 
house was then on fire. 

The eleventh, there arrived at Nagasaki three China 
junks laden with silks. The nineteenth, the old King 
Foyne entreated me for a piece of poldavis (canvas), 
which I sent him. He caused it presently to be made 
into coats, which he (notwithstanding that he was a king, 
and of that great age, and famed to be the worthiest 
soldier of ah Japan for his valour and service in the 
wars) did wear next his skiu |( j|pd some part 
tJHWL was made into handkerchiefs, w|*ich he daily 5 

TW twentieth, a soma or junk, coming from Cochin- 
China, arrived at Nagasaki laden with silks and benjamin, 
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excellent clear and rich. The nine-and-twentieth, Mr. 
Adams arrived at Firando, having been seventeen days 
on the way coming from Sorongo : we having stayed here 
for his coming forty- eight days. After I had friendly 
entertained him, I conferred with him, in the presence 
of the merchants, touching the encouragement he could 
give of trade in these parts. He answered that it was 
not always alike, but sometimes better, sometimes worse; 
yet he doubted not but we should do as well as others, 
giving admirable commendations of the country, as much 
affected thereunto. 

The thirteenth, in the morning, one of the young king’s 
governors was by his order cut into pieces in the street. 
A slave of his died with him, for endeavouring to defend 
his master. This day there came to Firando certain 
Spaniards of Mr. Adams his acquaintance, to desire 
passage in our ship for Bantam. These Spaniards had 
been belonging to a Spanish gentleman, their general, 
who about a year past were come (upon the King of 
Spain’s charge) from Nova Hispania to discover to the 
northward of Japan, and arriving at Eddo, attending the 
monsoon to go to the northward, which beginueth in 
the end of May, his company (whereof these were two) 
mutinied against him, every man taking his own way, 
leaving the ship utterly unmanned, wherefore I thought 
it best to keep them out of my ship. 

The third, King Foyne sent to know of what bulk„our 
king’s present^, the emperor was, also what nuratiSyrf 
people I wou!4 ta ^ e with me > for that he would jArape 
accordingly for my going up in good fashion lIMTior 
barque, horses, and palanquins. 

This day I caused the presents to be sorted that were 

(B276) 
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to be given to the emperor, and to those of office and 


esteem about him, viz.: 

£ s. d. 

To Ogosho Sama, the emperor, to the value of . . . 87 7 6 

To Shongo Sama, the emperor’s son 43 1 5 o 

To Codskedona, the emperor’s secretary 15 17 6 

To Saddadona, the emperor’s son’s secretary ... 14 3 4 

To Icocora Juga, judge of Meaco 410 6 

To Fongodona, admiral of Orungo 3 10 o 

To Goto Shozanero, the mint-master 1 1 o o 


Total 180 3 10 


II 

Captain Saris his Journey to the Court of the Japonian Emperor, 
and Observations there, and by the way. 

The seventh of August, King Foyne furnished me with 
a proper galley of his own, rowed with twenty-five oars 
on a side, and sixty men, which I did fit up in a very 
comely manner with waist-cloths, ensigns, and all other 
necessaries, and having taken my leave of the king, I 
went and remained aboard the ship to set all things in 
order before my departure. Which done, and remem- 
brances left with the master and Cape merchant for the 
well governing of the ship and house ashore during my 
absence, taking with me ten English and nine others, 
besides the former sixty, which were only to attend the 
galley, I departed from Firando towards the emperor’s 
court. ^We rowed through and amongst divers islands, 
all whjn, or the most part of them, were inhabited, and 
divers proper towns built upon them; whereof one, called 
Fuccate, hath a very strong castle, built of stone, but no 

(B 276) B 
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ordnance nor soldiers therein. It hath a ditch about 
five fathoms deep, and twice as broad, round about it, 
with a drawbridge, kept all in very good repair. I did 
land and dine there in the town, the tide and wind so 
strong against us as that we could not pass. The town 
seemed to be as great as London is within the walls, very 
well built and even, so as you may see from one end of 
the street to the other. The place exceedingly peopled, 
very civil and courteous, only that at our landing, and 
being here in Fuccate, and so through the whole country 
whithersoever we came, the boys, children, and worser 
sort of idle people would gather about and follow along 
after us, crying: “Core, Core, cocore, ware!” (that is to 
say: “You Coreans with false hearts”), wondering, whoop- 
ing, hollooing, and making such a noise about us that we 
could scarcely hear one another speak; sometimes throw- 
ing stones at us, but that not in many towns, yet the 
clamour and crying after us was everywhere alike, none 
reproving them for it. The best advice that I can give 
those who hereafter shall arrive there is, that they pass 
on without regarding those idle rabblements, and in so 
doing they shall find their ears only troubled with the 
noise. All along this coast, and up to Ozaca, we found 
women divers that lived with their household and family 
in boats upon the water, as in Holland they do the like. 
These women would catch fish by diving, which by net 
and lines they missed, and that in eight fathom depth; 
their eyes by continual diving do grow as red as blood, 
whereby you may know a diving-woman from all other 
women. # 

We were two days rowing from Firando to Fuccate. 
About eight or ten leagues on this side the Straits of 
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Xemina-seque we found a great town, where there lay in 
a dock a junk of eight hundred or a thousand tons of 
burden, sheathed all with iron, with a guard appointed 
to keep her from firing and treachery. She was built in 
a very homely fashion, much like that which describeth 
Noah’s Ark unto us. The naturals told us that she 
served to transport soldiers into any of the islands if 
rebellion or war should happen. 

We found nothing extraordinary after we had passed 
the Straits of Xemina-seque until we came unto Osaca, 
where we arrived the twenty-seventh day of August Our 
galley could not come near the town by six miles, where 
another smaller vessel met us, wherein came the good- 
man or host of the house where we lay in Osaca, and 
brought a banquet with him of wine and salt fruits to 
entertain me. The boat, having a fast masthead, was 
drawn by men, as our barques are from London westward. 
We found Osaca to be a very great town, as great as 
London within the walls, with many fair timber bridges 
of great height, serving to pass over a river there as wide 
as the Thames at London. Some fair houses we found 
there, but not many. It is one of the chief seaports of 
all Japan, having a castle in it marvellous large and 
strong, with very deep trenches about it, and many draw- 
bridges, with gates plated with iron. The castle is built 
all of freestone, with bulwarks and battlements, with loop- 
holes for small-shot and arrows, and divers passages for 
to cast stones upon the assailants. The walls are at the 
least six or seven yards thick, all (as I said) of freestone, 
without any filling in the inward part with trumpery, as 
they reported unto me. The stones are gr~at, of an 
excellent quarry, and are cut so exactly to fit the place 



20 


EARLY VOYAGES TO JAPAN 


where they are laid that no mortar is used, but only earth 
cast between to fill up void crevice if any be. In this 
castle did dwell, at our being there, the son of Taico 
Sama, who, being an infant at the time of his father’s 
decease, was left to the government and education of four, 
whereof Ogosho Sama, the now emperor, was one and 
chief. The other three, desirous of sovereignty each for 
his particular, and repulsed by Ogosho Sama, were, for 
their own safety, forced to take up arms; wherein fortune 
favouring Ogosho Sama at the trial in field, two of them 
being slain, the third was glad to save himself by flight. 
He, being conqueror, attempted that which formerly (as 
it is thought) he never dreamed of, and proclaimed himself 
emperor, and seizing upon the true heir, married him unto 
his daughter as the only means to work a perfect recon- 
cilement; confining the young married couple to live 
within this castle of Osaca, attended only with such as 
had been brought up from their cradles by Ogosho Sama, 
not knowing any other father (as it were) than him; so 
that by their intelligence he could at all times understand 
what passed there, and accordingly rule him. 

Right over against Osaca, on the other side of the 
river, lieth another great town called Sacay, but not so 
big as Osaca; yet it is a town of great trade for all the 
islands thereabout. 

The eighth -and -twentieth day, at night, having left 
musters and prices of our commodities with our host, we 
parted from Osaca by barque towards Pushimi, where we 
arrived. 

The nine-and-twentieth, at night, we found here a 
garrison of three thousand soldiers maintained by the 
emperor to keep Osaca and Miaco in subjection. The 
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garrison is shifted every three years, which change hap- 
pened to be at our being there, so that we saw the old 
bands march away and the new enter in most soldier-like 
manner, marching five abreast, and to every ten files an 
officer, which is called a Captain of Fifty, who kept them 
continually in very good order. First, their shot, viz. 
calivers (for muskets they have none, neither will they 
use any), then followed pikes, next swords, or cattans 
and targets, then bows and arrows; next those weapons 
resembling a Welsh hook, called waggadashes; then 
calivers again, and so as formerly, without any ensign 
or colours; neither had they any drummers or other 
musical instruments for war. The first file of the cattans 
and targets had silver scabbards to their cattans, and 
the last file, which was next to the captain, had their 
scabbards of gold. The companies consisted of divers 
numbers, some five hundred, some three hundred, some 
one hundred and fifty men. In the midst of every com- 
pany were three horses very richly trapped and furnished 
with saddles, well set out, some covered with costly furs, 
some with velvet, some with sammet broad-cloth — every 
horse had three slaves to attend him,— led with silken 
halters, their eyes covered with leather covers. After 
every troop followed the captain on horseback; his bed 
and other necessaries were laid upon his own horse, 
equally peased on either side. Over the same was spread 
a covering of red felt of China, whereupon the captain 
did sit cross-legged, as if he had sat betwixt a couple of 
panniers; and for those that were ancient, or otherwise 
weak-backt, they had a staff artificially fixed unto the 
pannel, that the rider might rest himself and lean back- 
ward against it as if he were sitting in a chair. The 
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captain-general of this garrison we met two days after we 
had met his first troop (having still in the meantime met 
with some of these companies as we passed along v some- 
times one league, sometimes two leagues distant one from 
another). He marched in very great state, beyond that 
the others did (for the second troop was more richly set 
out in their arms than the first, and the third than the 
second, and so still every one better than other, until it 
came unto this last and best of all). He hunted and 
hawked all the way, having his own hounds and hawks 
along with him, the hawks being hooded and lured as 
ours are; his horses for his own saddle being six in num- 
ber, richly trapped. Their horses are not tall, but of the 
size of our middling nags, short and well trussed, small 
headed, and very full of mettle; in my opinion far exceed- 
ing the Spanish jennet in pride and stomach. He had 
his palanquin carried before him, the inside of crimson 
velvet, and six men appointed to carry it, two at a time. 

Such good order was taken for the passing and provid- 
ing for of these three thousand soldiers, that no man, 
either trading or inhabiting upon the way where they 
lodged, was any way injured by them, but cheerfully 
entertained them as other their guests, because they paid 
for what they took, as all other men did. Every town 
and village upon the way being well fitted with cooks 
and victualling-houses, where they might at an instant 
have what they needed, and diet themselves from a 
penny English a meal to two shillings a meal. 

The diet used generally through the country is rice, of 
divers sorts, one better than other (as of our wheat and 
com here), the whitest accounted the best — which they 
use instead of bread — fish, fresh and salted, some pickled 
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herbs, beans, radishes, and other roots salted and 
pickled, wild-fowl, duck, mallard, teal, geese, pheasant, 
partridge, quail, and divers others, which they do powder 
and put up in pickle. Of hens they have great store, as 
likewise of deer, both red and fallow, wild boars, hares, 
goats, kine, &c. Of cheese they have plenty; butter they 
make none, neither will they eat any milk, because they 
hold it to be as blood, nor tame beasts. 

Of tame swine and pigs they have great abundance. 
Wheat they have as good as any of ours, being red. 
They plough both with oxen and horse, as we do here. 
At our being there we bought hens and pheasants of the 
best for threepence apiece. Pigs, very fat and large, 
twelvepence a piece; a fat hog five shillings. A good 
beef, such as our Welsh runts, at sixteen shillings, a goat 
three shillings, rice a halfpenny the pound. The ordinary 
drink of the common people is water, which with their 
meat they drink warm, holding it to be a sovereign 
remedy against worms in the maw. Other drinks they 
have none but what is distilled out of rice, which is 
almost as strong as our aqua vitae , , and in colour like 
to Canary wine, and is not dear. Yet, when they have 
drawn off the best and strongest, they wring out of it a 
smaller and slighter drink, serving the poorer sort of 
people, which, through want, cannot reach to the better. 

The thirteenth, we were furnished with nineteen horse 
at the emperor’s charge, to carry up our king’s presents 
and those that attended me to Surunga. 

I had a palanquin appointed for me, and a spare horse 
led by, to ride when I pleased, very well set out. Six 
men appointed to carry my palanquin in plain and even 
ground; but where the country grew hilly, ten men 
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were allowed me thereto. The guardian whom King 
Foyne sent along with us did, from time to time and 
place to place by warrant, take up these men and horses 
to serve our turns, as the postmasters do here in England ; 
as also lodging at night. According to the custom of the 
country I had a slave appointed to run with a pike before 
me. 

Thus we travelled until the sixth of September, before 
we got to Surunga, each day fifteen or sixteen leagues, of 
three miles to a league, as we guessed it. The way for 
the most part is wonderful even, and where it meeteth 
with mountains, passage is cut through. This way is the 
main road of all this country, and is for the most part 
sand and gravel. It is divided into leagues, and at every 
league’s end are two small hills, viz. of either side of the 
way one, and upon every one of them a fair pine-tree, 
trimmed round in the fashion of an arbour. These 
marks are placed upon the way to the end that the 
hackney men and those which let out horses to hire should 
not make men pay more than their due, which is about 
threepence a league. The road is exceedingly travelled, 
full of people. Ever and anon you meet with farms 
and country houses, with villages, and often with great 
towns, with ferries over fresh rivers, and many temples, 
situate in groves and most pleasant places for delight of 
the whole country; the priests that tend thereupon dwell- 
ing about the same as our friars in old time planted them- 
selves here in England. When we approached any town 
we saw crosses with the dead bodies of those who had 
been crucified thereupon. Crucifying is here an ordinary 
punishment for most malefactors. Coming near Surunga, 
where the emperor’s court is, we saw a scaffold with the 
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heads of divers (which had been executed) placed there- 
upon, and by it were divers crosses with the dead corpses 
of those which had been executed remaining still upon 
them, and pieces of others, which, after their execu- 
tioners, had been hewn again and again by the trial of 
others* cattans. All which causes a most unsavoury 
passage to us, that to enter into Surunga must needs pass 
by them. The city of Surunga is full as big as London 
with all the suburbs. The handicraftsmen we found 
dwelling in the outward parts and skirts of the town, 
because those that are of the better sort dwell in the 
inward part of the city, and will not be annoyed with the 
rapping, knocking, and other disturbance that artificers 
cannot be without. 

As soon as we were settled in our lodging in Surunga 
I sent Master Adams to the court to let the secretary 
understand of my coming and desire of as speedy des- 
patch as might be. Word was returned that I was 
welcome, that I should rest me, and within a day or two 
I should have access to the emperor. 

The seventh was spent in fitting up of the presents 
and providing little tables of slit deal of that country 
(which smelleth very sweet) to carry them upon, accord- 
ing to the custom. 

The eighth, I was carried in my palanquin to the 
castle of Surunga (where the emperor kept his court) 
and was attended with my merchants and others carry- 
ing the presents before me. Being entered the castle, I 
passed three drawbridges, every one of which had a corps 
of guard, and coming up a pair of very fair and large 
stone stairs I was met by two grave comely men -the one 
of them Codskedono, the emperor’s secretary, the other 
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Fungodono, the admiral — who led me into a fair room, 
matted, where we sat down cross-legged upon the mats. 
Anon after they led me betwixt them into the Chamber 
of Presence, where was the emperor’s chair of state, to 
which they wished me to do reverence. It was of cloth 
of gold, about five feet high, very richly set forth for back 
and sides, but had no canopy overhead. Then they re- 
turned back again to the place where before they did sit, 
where, having stayed about one quarter of an hour, word 
was brought that the emperor was come forth. Then 
they rose up and led me betwixt them unto the door of 
the room where the emperor was, making signs to me 
that I should enter in there, but durst not look in them- 
selves. The presents sent from our king to the emperor, 
as also those which (according to the custom of the 
country) I gave unto the emperor as from myself, were 
placed in the said room upon the mats very orderly 
beforejhe emperor came into It. Coming to the emperor, 
according to our English compliments, I delivered our 
king’s letter unto his majesty, who took it in his hand 
and put it up towards his forehead, and commanded his 
interpreter, who sat a good distance from him behind, to 
will Master Adams to tell me that I was welcome from 
a wearisome journey, that I should take my rest for a 
day or two, and then his answer should be ready for our 
king. Then he asked whether I did not intend to visit 
his son at Eddo. I answered I did. The emperor 
said that order should be taken to furnish me with men 
and horses for the journey, and against my return his 
letters should be ready for our king. So taking my leave 
of the emperor, and coming to the door where I had left 
the secretary and admiral, I found them there ready to 
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conduct me to the stairs’ head where formerly they had 
met me, and there I took my palanquin, and with my 
attendants returned to my lodging. 

The ninth, I went to deliver the secretary his present, 
which in nowise he would receive, but heartily thanked 
me, saying that the emperor had commanded the contrary, 
and that it were as much as his life if he should take any 
gift. But he took five pound of aloes to use for his 
health. I delivered the articles of privilege this day to 
Codskedona, being in number fourteen. He requested 
to have them abbreviated and made as short as might 
be, for that the people of Japan affect brevity. 

The tenth, the articles so abridged were sent by 
Master Adams to the secretary, who showed them to the 
emperor, and he approved thereof, denying me one only, 
which was, that whereas the Chinese had refused to 
trade with the English, that in case we should now take 
any of them by force, that our nation might haxg leave 
and liberty to bring them into Japan, and there make 
sale of the goods so taken. At the first motion the 
emperor answered that seeing they denied us trade we 
might take them. But upon conference with the lieger 
of China, the emperor’s mind was changed, and would 
not allow of that article. The rest were passed under 
his great seal, which is not of wax (as ours) but stamped 
like a print and coloured red. 

The eleventh, the present appointed for the mint- 
master, was delivered him, which he took thankfully, and 
returned to me two Japonian gowns of taffeta, quilted 
with silk cotton. 

The twelfth, Master Adams was sent to the mintmaster 
(being the emperor’s merchant, and having charge of his 
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mint and ready monies, a man of very great esteem with 
the emperor, and one that hath vowed that whensoever 
the emperor shall die, he will rip himself up and die 
with him). Master Adams carried unto him the par- 
ticular prices of our English commodities (as before it 
it is specified). 

About noon the same day we departed for Eddo to 
the emperor’s son, being furnished with horses and men 
by the emperor as formerly. 

The country betwixt Surunga and Eddo is well in- 
habited. We saw many fotoquis or temples as we 
passed, and amongst others one image of especial note, 
called Dabis, made of copper, being hollow within, but 
of a very substantial thickness. It was in height, as we 
guessed, from the ground, about one-and-twenty or two- 
and-twenty feet, in the likeness of a man kneeling upon 
the ground, with his buttocks resting upon his heels, his 
arms of wonderful largeness, and the whole body well 
proportionable. He is fashioned wearing of a gown. 
This image is much reverenced by travellers as they pass 
there. Some of our people went into the body of it, 
and whooped and hallooed, which made an exceeding 
great noise. We found many characters and marks 
made upon it by passengers, whom some of my followers 
imitated, and made theirs in like manner. It standeth 
in the main road of the pilgrimage to Tencheday, which 
is much frequented; for night and day rich and poor 
are coming and going to visit Tencheday. Mr. Adams 
told me that he had been at the fotoqui, or temple, dedi- 
cated to this Tencheday, to whom they make this devout 
pilgrimage, and, as he reported, there is monthly a virgin 
brought into that fotoqui, and there she sits in a room 



EARLY VOYAGES TO JAPAN 


29 


neatly kept, in a very sober manner. And at certain times 
this Tencheday (who is thought to be the devil) ap- 
peared unto her and leaveth with her at his departure 
certain scales, like the scales of fishes; and what ques- 
tions she is willed by the bonzes, or priests of the fotoqui, 
to ask, Tencheday resolves. And every month a fresh 
virgin is taken in; but what becomes of the old, Master 
Adams himself did not know. 

The fourteenth, we arrived at Eddo, a city much 
greater than Surunga, far fairer building, and made a 
very glorious appearance unto us; the ridge-tiles and 
corner tiles richly gilded, the posts of their doors gilded 
and varnished. Glass windows they have none, but 
great windows of board, opening in leaves, well set out 
with painting, as in Holland. There is a cawsey which 
goeth through the chief street of the town. Under- 
neath this cawsey runneth a river. At every fifty paces 
there is a well-head, fitted very substantially of freestone, 
with buckets for the neighbours to fetch water and for 
danger of fire. This street is as broad as any of our 
streets in England. 

The fifteenth, I gave the king’s secretary, Saddadona, 
to understand of my arrival, requesting him to let the 
king know thereof. 

The seventeenth, I had access to the king, and delivered 
him the presents from our king, as also certain from my- 
self (according to the custom of the country). The king 
kept his court in the castle of Eddo, which is much 
fairer and stronger than that of Surunga. He was better 
guarded and attended upon than the emperor his father. 
Saddadona, the king’s secretary, is father to Codskedona, 
the emperor’s secretary, whose years affording better 
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experience, he is therefore appointed to have the govern- 
ment and direction of the young king, who (at our being 
there) we esteemed to be aged about two-and-forty years. 

My entertainment and access to the king here was 
much like to the former at Surunga with the emperor. 
He accepted very kindly our king’s letters and presents, 
bidding me welcome and wishing me to refresh myself, 
and his letters and presents to our king should be made 
ready with all speed. 

The nineteenth, I delivered Saddadona his presents. 
This day two - and - thirty men being commanded to a 
certain house for not paying their debts, and being in 
the stocks within the house, the house in the night-time 
by casualty fired, and they were all burnt to death. To- 
wards evening the king sent two varnished armours for 
a present to our king. He sent likewise a tatch or long 
sword (which none may wear there but soldiers of the best 
rank), and a waggadash for a present to myself. From 
Eddo to the northernmost part of Japan it is esteemed 
two-and-twenty days’ journey by horse, little more or less. 

The one-and-twentieth, we parted by boat from Eddo 
to Oringgaw, a town upon the sea-side. From whence we 
arrived at Surunga the nine-and-twentieth day, and there 
remained for the emperor’s letters and presents to our king. 

The eighth of October, I received the emperor’s letters, 
directed to our Sovereign Lord James, King of Great 
Britain, the true copy whereof is as followeth: — * 

“To the King of Great Britain 

“Your Majesty’s kind letter, sent me by your servant, 
Captain John Saris (who is the first that I have known 
to arrive in any part of my dominions), I heartily embrace, 
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being not a little glad to understand of your great wisdom 
and power, as having three plentiful and mighty king- 
doms under your powerful command. I acknowledge 
.your Majesty’s great bounty in sending me so undeserved 
a present of many rare things, such as my land affordeth 
not, neither have I ever before seen, which I receive not 
as from a stranger, but as from your Majesty, whom I 
esteem as myself. Desiring the continuance of friend- 
ship with your Highness, and that it may stand with 
your good liking to send your subjects to any part or 
port of my dominions, where they shall be most heartily 
welcome; applauding much their worthiness in the ad- 
mirable knowledge of navigation, having with much 
facility discovered a country so remote, being no whit 
amazed with the distance of so mighty a gulf, nor great- 
ness of such infinite clouds and storms, from prosecuting 
honourable enterprises, of discoveries and merchandising, 
wherein they shall find me to further them according to 
their desires, I return unto your Majesty a small token 
of my love (by your said subject), desiring you to accept 
thereof as from him that much rejoiceth in your friend- 
ship. And whereas your Majesty’s subjects have desired 
certain privileges for trade, and settling of a factory in 
my dominions, I have not only granted what they de- 
manded, but have confirmed the same unto them under 
my broad seal for better establishing thereof. From my 
castle in Surunga, this fourth day of the ninth month, in 
the eighteenth year of our dary, according to our compu- 
tation. Resting your Majesty’s friend. The highest 
commander in this kingdom of Japan. 

“ Subscribed, 

“ Minna Mouttono, yei, ye, yeas.” a 
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I also received the said privileges for trade in Japan. 
The original was left with Master Cocks ; the copy there- 
of, with the seal in black, here followeth : — 

" Privileges granted by Ogosho Sama, Emperor 
of Japan, unto the Right Worshipful Sir 
Thomas Smith, Knight, Governor, and others, 
the Honourable and Worshipful Adventurers 
to the East Indies. 

“ i. Imprimis , we give free license to the subjects of 
the King of Great Britain, viz. Sir Thomas Smith, 
Governor, and Company of the East Indian Merchants 
and Adventurers, for ever, safely to come into any of 
our ports of our Empire of Japan, with their ships and 
merchandises without any hindrance to them or their 
goods. And to abide, buy, sell, and barter according 
to their own manner with all nations; to tarry here as 
long as they think good; and to depart at their pleasures. 

“ 2. Item, We grant unto them freedom of custom for 
all such merchandises as either now they have brought, 
or hereafter shall bring, into our Kingdoms, or shall 
from hence transport to any foreign part. And do 
authorize those ships that hereafter shall arrive and 
come from England, to proceed to present sale of their 
commodities without further coming or sending up to 
our court. 

“3. Item, If any of their ships shall happen to be in 
danger of shipwreck, we will our subjects not only to 
assist them, but that such part of ship and goods as shall 
be saved be returned to their captain or Cape merchant, 
or their assignees. And that they shall or may build 
one house or more for themselves in any part of our 
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empire where they shall think fittest. And at their 
departure to make sale thereof at their pleasure. 

“ 4. Item, If any of the English merchants or others 
shall depart this life within our dominions, the goods of 
the deceased shall remain at the disposal of the Cape 
merchant. And that all offences committed by them shall 
be punished by the said Cape merchant, according to 
his discretion, and our laws to take no hold of their 
persons or goods. 

“5. Item, We will that ye our subjects, trading with 
them for any of their commodities, pay them for the 
same according to agreement, without delay or return 
of their wares again unto them. 

“6. Item, For such commodities as they have now 
brought, or shall hereafter bring, fitting for our service 
and proper use, we will that no arrest be made thereof, 
but that the price be made with the Cape merchant, 
according as they sell to others, and present payment 
upon the delivery of the goods. 

“ 7. Item, If in discovery of other countries for trade, 
and return of their ships, they shall need men or victuals, 
we will that ye our subjects furnish them for their money 
as their need shall require. 

“ 8. Item, And that without other passport they shall 
and may set out upon the discovery of Yeadzo, or any 
other part in or about our empire. 

“From our castle in Surunga, this first day of the 
ninth month, and in the eighteenth year of our dary (or 
reign), according to our computation. Sealed with our 
broad seal 

" Underwritten, 

“ Minna Mouttono, yei, ye, yeas.” 
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Note that Oringgaw is a very good harbour for ship- 
ping, where ships may ride as fairly as in the river of 
Thames before London, and the passage thereto by sea 
very safe and good; so that it will be much better for 
our ships to sail thither than to Firando, in respect that 
Oringgaw is upon the main island, and is distant from 
Eddo (the chief city) but fourteen or fifteen leagues. The 
place is not so well replenished with victual and flesh- 
meat as Firando is, which want only excepted,. Oringgaw 
is for all other matters to be preferred before Firando. 

At my return to Surunga I found a Spanish ambassador 
arrived there from the Philippines, who only had sight 
of the emperor, and delivered him his presents, which 
were certain China damasks and fine jars of sweet wine 
of Europe. After the first time he could not obtain 
access to the emperor. His embassage was, that such 
Portugals and Spaniards as were within his dominions, 
not authorized by the King of Spain, might be delivered 
up unto him to carry away to the Philippines, which the 
emperor denied to do, saying that his country was a 
free country, and none should be forced out of it; but if 
the ambassador could persuade any to go, they should 
not be stayed. This coming of the Spanish ambassador 
for men was caused by the great want of men they had 
to defend the Molucca Islands from the Dutch, who 
then made great preparation for the absolute conquest 
thereof. After that the ambassador had attended for 
the emperor’s answer the time limited him by his com- 
mission, seeing it came not, he departed discontented. 
But being at the sea-side, there was an answer returned 
for him to carry, with a slender present, viz., five Japan 
gowns and two cattans or swords. 
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The ninth we departed from Surunga at Eddo. About 
a month before my coming thither the emperor, being 
displeased with the Christians, made proclamation that 
they should forthwith remove and carry away all their 
churches to Nagasaki, a town situate on the sea-side, and 
distant from Firando about eight leagues; and that no 
Christian church should stand, nor mass be sung, within 
ten leagues of his court, upon pain of death. A while 
after, certain of the naturals, being seven-and-twenty in 
number (men of good fashion), were assembled together 
in an hospital, appointed by the Christians for lepers, and 
there had a mass; whereof the emperor being informed, 
commanded them to be shut up in a house for one night, 
and that the next day they should suffer death. The 
same evening another man for debt was clapped up in 
the same house, being a heathen at his coming in, and 
ignorant of Christ and His religion. But (which is 
wonderful) the next morning , when the officer called at 
the door for those which were Christians to come forth 
and go to execution, and those which were not and did 
renounce the same to stay behind: this man in that 
night’s space was so instructed by the other, that re- 
solutely he came out with the rest and was crucified 
with them. 

In our passage towards Miaco from Surunga we had 
for the most part much rain, whereby the waters did sc 
rise, that we were forced to stay by the way, so that it 
was the sixteenth of October before we got thither. 
Miaco is the greatest city of Japan, consisting most upon 
merchandising. The chief fotoqui, or temple, of the whole 
country is there, being built of freestone, and is as long 
as the western end of Saint Paul’s in London from the 
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choir, being as high arched and borne upon pillars as 
that is; where many bonzes do attend for their mainten- 
ance, as priests among Papists. There is an altar, where- 
on they do offer rice and small money called cundrijus 
(whereof twenty make one shilling English), which is 
employed for the use of the bonzes. Near unto the 
altar there is an idol, by the natives called Mannada, 
made of copper, much resembling that of Dabis, formerly 
spoken of, but is much higher, for it reacheth up to the 
very arch. This fotoqui was begun to be built in Taico 
Sama his lifetime, and since, his son hath proceeded 
to the finishing thereof, which was newly made an end 
of when we were there. Within the enclosure of the 
walls of this fotoqui there are buried (by the report of 
the inhabitants) the ears and noses of three thousand 
Coreans, which were massacred at one time. Upon 
their grave is a mount raised, with a pyramid on the 
top thereof, which mount is green and very neatly kept. 
The horse that Taico Sama last rode on is kept near unto 
this fotoqui, having never been ridden since, his hoofs 
being extraordinarily grown with his age, and still stand- 
ing there. The fotoqui standeth upon the top of a high 
hill, and on either side, as you mount up to it, hath fifty 
pillars of freestone, distant ten paces one from the other, 
and on every pillar a lantern, wherein every night lights 
are maintained of lamp-oil. In this city of Miaco the 
Portugal Jesuits have a very stately college, wherein like- 
wise are divers Jesuits, natural Japonians, which preach 
and have the New Testament printed in Japan language. 
In this college are many Japonian children trained up 
and instructed in the rudiments of Christian religion 
according to the Romish Church. There are not less 
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than five or six thousand Japonians in this city of Miaco 
professing Christ. 

Besides the fotoqui before described there are many 
other fotoquis in this city. The tradesmen and artificers 
are distributed by themselves, every occupation and 
trade in their several streets, and not mingled together 
as here with us. 

At Miaco we stayed, expecting the emperors present, 
which at length was delivered to me out of the castle, 
being ten large pictures to hang a chamber with. The 
twentieth, we departed from Miaco and came the same 
night to Fushimi. The one-and-twentieth, about noon, 
we arrived at Osaca. Here we found the people very 
rude, following us, crying: “Tofin, Tofin” that is, 
“Chinese, Chinese”; others calling us “Core, Core”, 
and flinging stones at us; the gravest people of the 
town not once reproving them, but rather animating 
of them and setting them on. Here we found the 
galley ready, which had attended for us ever since our 
landing, at the charge of the King of Firando. 

The sixth of November we arrived at Firando, and 
were kindly bid welcome by King Foyne. All this while 
our people sold little, the custom of the country being, 
that without express permission from the emperor, no 
stranger may offer goods to sale. Besides, our chiefest 
commodity intended for those parts being broad-cloth 
(which, according to former intelligence, had lately been 
sold there at forty rials of eight the mat, which is two 
yards as aforesaid), the natives were now more backward 
to buy than before, because they saw that we ourselves 
were no forwarder in wearing the things which we re- 
commend unto them. For, said they, you commend 
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your cloth unto us, but you yourselves wear least there- 
of, the better sort of you wearing silken garments, the 
meaner fustians. Wherefore hoping that good counsel 
may (though late) come to some good purpose, 1 wish 
that our nation would be more forward to use and spend 
this natural commodity of our own country, so shall we 
better encourage and allure others to the entertainment 
and expense thereof. 


Ill 

Accidents after his return to Firando — The settling of a factory 
there — Departure for Bantam, and thence for England. 

The seventh of November, I visited the kings with 
presents first and after with presence, and was kindly 
entertained. The eighth, Andrew Palmer, steward of 
the ship, and William Marnell gunner’s mate, lay ashore 
all night, and in a drunken humour went into the field 
and fought and wounded each other; so that it is thought 
Palmer will hardly escape with his life, and Marnell be 
lame of his hands for ever. 

The ninth, in the morning very early, I went aboard 
the ship and carried Mr. Cocks along with me, and called 
the master and all the officers into my cabin, making it 
known unto them that it grieved me much the indirect 
course some of them took, namely, Palmer and Marnell, 
who went out without a license, and had wounded one 
another so sore, that the one was in danger of his life, and 
the other a lame man for ever; and that which was more, 
the survivor in danger to be hanged if the other died, 
which could not choose but be a great heart’s grief unto 
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me. As also to understand that Francis Williams and 
Simon Colphax were in the boat, going ashore to have 
fought together. And John Dench and John Winston 
appointed to do the like; and Dench confessed it was 
true, and that he saw Palmer and Marnell fighting and 
went and parted them, otherwise both had remained dead 
upon the field. These matters I told them, also grievous 
unto me, and therefore I willed them it might be 
amended in time, otherwise they would dispeople the 
ship, to the utter overthrow of our voyage, and deceive 
the honourable company that had put their trust in us. 

After much contestation each one departed, with pro- 
mise to amend what was amiss, and not to offend in any 
sort hereafter, which God grant may prove true. I told 
them also that Foyne Sama, the old king, had made com- 
plaint unto me that if any more came ashore to fight 
and shed blood in his country (contrary to his laws) he 
would cause them to be cut in pieces, for that he would 
not suffer strangers to have more privileges in that matter 
than his own subjects. And at my return to the English 
house, Foyne Sania the king came to visit me, and told 
me the piece of poldavis and a sash I gave him were 
consumed with fire when his house was burned, which 
was a manner of begging two more, which I promised 
him, and got him to send of his people aboard, with 
my jurebasso John Japan, to signify to the company 
that if any of them came ashore to fight any more 
the king had given order to cut them in pieces. I 
did this in hope to restrain them from such drunken 
combats. 

Towards night came a Spaniard from Nagasaki, called 
John Comas, and brought two letters from Domingo 
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Francisco, one for me and the other for Mr. Cocks, and 
sent me a present of three baskets of sugar and a pot of 
conserves; with many no less sugared conserved words 
of compliment in his letters : that he was sorry that our 
seven men were gone away in his absence, excusing both 
himself and the fathers or Jesuits that they had no hand 
in the matter, neither ever spoke such word that we were 
heretics or thieves, yet said our men were gone away 
from thence, three of them in a China or Japan soma 
for the Manillas, and the other four in a Portugal vessel. 
But I hold these but words to excuse themselves, and 
put other men in fault, for the Spaniards love not the 
Portugals, neither either of both the Japans, much less 
the Japans them. 

The eleventh, I went and visited Nobesane. He used 
me kindly, and would have had me come to dinner to- 
morrow, but I excused the matter, in respect of the much 
business I had, and short time of stay. I met the old 
King Foyne at his house, who desired to have two pieces 
English powdered beef, and two of pork sod with turnips, 
radish, and onions by our cook, and sent unto him, 
which I caused to be done. Wind northerly, a fresh gale 
day and night, fair dry weather, but cold. 

The twelfth, the two kings’ governors came to visit me 
at the English house, and from thence went aboard the 
Clove (Master Cocks accompanying them) to signify 
unto the master and the rest of the company, that from 
thenceforward our ship’s company should have a care 
how they came ashore to fight and shed blood ; for that 
the law of the country was, that they which went out to 
fight and drew weapon, were to die the death, and all 
those which did behold them, obliged to kill both parties, 
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in pain of ruinating all their generation if they did not 
kill both parties. 

The fourteenth, I sent Mr. Cocks and my jurebasso 
to both the kings, to entreat them to provide me of a 
dozen seamen that were able to do their labour, to go 
with me for England; and for wages I was willing to give 
them what in reason their Highnesses thought fit. The 
kings were impeached about other matters, so they spake 
with their secretaries, who told them they need not speak 
about that matter to the kings, for that they would pro- 
vide me a dozen such as should be fit; but that there 
were divers vagrant people about the town, which no 
doubt would be willing to go, yet were not fit to be 
carried to sea, for that when they came there they would 
serve for nothing but to spend victuals. And of such the 
Flemings served their turn without making request unto 
them; and what is become of them or the ships is not 
known to this day. But seeing that now the matter was 
referred to them, they would look out for such as were 
for our purpose. 

The nineteenth, the Captain Chinesa and George 
Duras the Portugal came unto me, desiring me to send 
to Semidone to procure the liberty of two honest poor 
men, who were like to lose their lives for bidding a poor 
knave flee, which had stolen a little piece of lead not 
worth three halfpence. And yet the malefactor was taken 
and put to death, and these men in danger to have done 
the like, had I not sent Mr. Cocks with my ring to Semi- 
done, to desire pardon for them for my sake, which he 
granted to procure, and did effect it. 

The twentieth, Samedon, the King of Crats, sent me 
word he would come aboard our ship. So I met him 
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there, he being accompanied by both the kings of Fir- 
ando. They had five pieces of ordnance at their entry 
aboard, and three, with shot or bullets, were shot at a 
mark at the request of Samedon. He gave me two pikes 
or Japan staves, with cattans or sabres on the ends, and 
so they departed with seven pieces of ordnance for a fare- 
well, one being with shot at the mark aforesaid. 

The twenty-two, a present was laid out, and sent to 
Samedon, King of Oats. It was delivered unto him at 
Tomesane’s, the young king’s house, he being there at 
breakfast, and took in very kind part, sending me word 
by Mr. Cocks that he was doubly obliged unto me, first 
in his kind entertainment aboard, and now in sending 
him such a present of worth, of such things as his country 
afforded not the like, and all without any desert of his. 
Only the recompense he could make was, that for his 
sake, if ever any of the English nation did come within 
his dominions, he would bid them kindly welcome, and 
show them any favour he could. 

The twenty-fifth in the morning betimes, the purser 
and Mr. Hownsell came ashore, and told me Andrew 
Palmer, the steward, departed out of this world about ten 
of the clock the night past, and that the chirurgeon, 
Thomas Warner, affirmed (as he told me the like many 
times before) that Palmer was the occasion of his own 
death, his wound being curable if he would have been 
ruled. I willed the purser, Mr. Melsham, to go aboard, 
and that the master and he should take order to carry 
him, and bury him on an island as secretly as might be; 
in respect we were about to get some Japans to go along 
in our ship, which it might be hearing of the death of 
anyone would make them the more unwilling. 
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The twenty-eighth, a Japan was put to death: some 
said for theft, others said he was a house-burner. He 
was led by the hangman to execution, one carrying a 
board before him, wherein was written the fact he had 
committed, as the like was written in a paper flag over 
his head; and two pikemen followed him with the points 
of their pikes hard to his back, to have killed him if 
he had offered to resist. Divers of this place complained 
that the ship’s company owed them money, and now the 
ship was ready to depart, desired payment: which, to 
prevent a greater inconvenience, I hearkened unto, and 
wrote to the master to enquire aboard who they were 
that were indebted, and what the sum was they owed, 
to the intent to make satisfaction, and so to abate it 
out of their wages. 

Now touching a factory to be left there, I had on the 
twenty-sixth assembled my merchandising council, where- 
upon these considerations: viz., the encouragement we 
had received in the Moluccas by private intelligence, the 
Dutch factory already planted here in Firando, the large 
privileges now obtained of the Emperor of Japan, the 
certain advice of the English factories settled in Siam 
and Patane, the commodities resting unsold upon our 
hands appointed for these parts, and the hoped-for profit 
which further experience may produce: it was resolved 
that a factory should be left here, viz. eight English, three 
Japan jurebasses or interpreters, and two servants who 
were appointed against the coming of the next ships, to 
search and discover the coast of Corea, Tushmay, and 
other parts of Japan, and countries thereunto adjoining, 
to see what good might be done in any of them. 

The fifth of December, Mr. Richard Cocks, captain 
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and Cape merchant of the English factory, settled at 
Firando in Japan, took his leave of me aboard the Clove 
with his company, being eight English and five others. 
After their departure our company was mustered aboard, 
finding forty-six English, five Swarts, fifteen Japaners, 
three passengers — in all, sixty-nine; having lost since our 
arrival here three English, two by sickness, one slain, and 
seven which ran away to the Portugals and Spaniards, 
whilst I was at the emperor’s court. The names of the 
English we left in the factory with Mr. Cocks were 
William Adams (entertained at an hundred pounds the 
year into the company’s service), Tempest Peacock, 
Richard Wickham, William Eaton, Walter Carwarden, 
Edward Saris, William Nelson. 



Relation of Master Richard Cocks, Cape Merchant, of 
what passed in the General’s absence going to the 
Emperor’s Court, whereunto are added divers 
letters of his and others for the better 
knowledge of Japonian Affairs, 
and the later Occurrences 
in those parts. 

I 

The King’s Care— Unreadiness of ours— Japonian Superstitions— 
Strange Tempest. 

The seventh of August, all things being in readiness, 
our general, in company with Master Adams, departed 
from Firando towards the emperor’s court of Japan, and 
took with him Master Tempest Peacock, Master Richard 
Wickham, Edward Saris, Walter Carwarden, Diego Fir- 
nandos, John Williams a tailor, John Head a cook, 
Edward Bartan the chirurgeon’s mate, John Japan jure- 
basso, Richard Dale coxswain, and Anthony Ferre a 
sailor, with a cavalier of the king’s for guardian, and 
two of his servants, and two servants of Mr. Adams. 
And so they departed in a barque or barge of the king’s, 
which rowed with some twelve oars on a side, and had 
thirteen pieces of ordnance shot off at departure. 

The nineteenth, at night, began the great feast of the 
Pagans, they inviting their dead kindred, banqueting, 
and making merry all night with candle light at their 
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graves. This feast endured three days and as many nights. 
And very strict command was given from the king that 
every house should gravel the street before their doors, 
and hang out candle-light in the night; in doing whereof 
I was not slack. And, as I was informed, a poor man was 
put to death and his house shut up for disobeying there- 
in. The China captain furnished me with a couple of 
paper lanterns, very decent. And I was informed the 
king would ride about the streets and come to visit me; 
so I made ready a banquet, and expected them until 
midnight, but they came not at all. 

The four-and-twentieth, at night, all the streets were 
hanged with candle-light, for that the young king and his 
brother, with Nabesone, Semidone, and many others 
went with a masquerade, or to dance at the old king's 
house. The young king and his brother were mounted 
on horseback, and had canopies carried over them; the 
rest went on foot, and the music was drums and kettles, 
as aforesaid, and Nebesone winded a fife. I was in- 
formed that they meant to visit the English house at 
their back return, so I sat up until after midnight, having 
a banquet in readiness, and in the end they returned 
confusedly and out of order; so I think there was some 
discontent, once none of them entered into the English 
house. Captain Brower went along by the door, but 
would not look at us, and we made as little account of 
him. 

The first of September, the old king, with all his 
nobility, made a masquerade, and this night following 
went to visit the young king, his grandchild, with music 
as aforesaid, all the streets being hung with lanterns* 
And I was informed he meant to visit our English house 
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at return; so I made ready for him, and stayed his re- 
turn till after midnight; but he passed by with the rest 
of his company and entered not into the house. I think 
there was not so few as three thousand persons in com- 
pany with him, which I make account was the occasion 
he went by, because he would not trouble us. 

The seventh, in the morning, much rain, with wind 
increasing all day and night variable, from the east to 
the south, and in the night happened such a storm or 
typhoon that I never saw the like in all my life. Neither 
was the like seen in this country in man’s memory, for 
it overthrew above an hundred houses in Firando, and 
uncovered many others, namely, the old king’s house, 
and blew down a long wall which compassed the young 
king’s house and carried away boughs or branches of 
trees. And the sea went so high that it undermined a 
great wharf or quay at the Dutch house, and broke down 
the stone wall and carried away their stairs, and suqk 
and broke them two barques, as also forty or fifty other 
barques were sunk in the road. It broke down our 
kitchen wall at the English house, which was newly 
made, and flowed into our oven and broke it down, and 
blew down the tiles, and uncovered part both of the 
house and kitchen, and the house did shake like as if 
there had been an earthquake. I never passed night 
in all my life in such fear, for the barbarous and unruly 
people did run up and down the streets all night with 
firebrands, that the wind carried great coals quite over 
the tops of houses; and some houses being carried away 
the wind whirled up the fire which was in them and 
carried it into the air in great flakes, very fearful to 
behold, so that the greatest fear I had was that all would 
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have been consumed with fire. And I verily think it had, 
had it not been for the extreme rain which fell (contrary 
to the true nature of a typhoon), being accompanied 
with lightning and thunder. Our ship rode at an anchor 
with five cables and as many anchors, whereof one old 
cable burst, but, God be thanked, no other hurt done. 
Our longboat and skiff were both driven from the ship, 
yet both recovered again; and, as it is said, it did more 
hurt at Nagasaki than here, for it broke above twenty 
China junks and the Spanish ship which brought the 
ambassador from the Manillas or Philippinas. 

The seven-and-twentieth, Mr. William Pauling, master's 
mate, having been long sick of a consumption, died at 
the English house, whereof I advertised the old king by 
Miguel, our jurebasso, desiring a burial-place for him 
amongst the Christians, which he granted me. So we 
put the dead corpse into a winding-sheet and coffined it 
up, letting it rest till morning. Then the master and 
divers other of the ship's company came to the English 
house to accompany the dead corpse to the grave, and 
then we were given to understand that of force we must 
transport it by water as far as the Dutch house, only 
because the bonzes (or priests) would not suffer us to 
pass through the street (with the dead corpse) before their 
pagoda or temple. So the master sent for the skiff and 
conveyed the dead body by water to the place aforesaid, 
we going all by land and met it, and so accompanied it 
to the place of burial, the purser going before, and all 
the rest following after, the coffin being covered with a 
Holland sheet, and upon that a silk quilt; we being 
followed with many of that country people, both young 
and old. And after the corpse was interred we returned 
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all to the English house and there made collation, and 
so our people returned aboard about ship’s business. 
But I had almost forgotten to note down that we had 
much ado to get anyone of these country people to make 
the grave that a Christian was to be buried in; neither 
would they suffer the dead corpse to be conveyed by 
water in any of their boats. The king commanded that 
all the streets in Firando should be made clean, and 
channel-rows made on either side to convey away the 
water, the streets being gravelled and the channels covered 
over with flat stones, which work was all done in one 
day, everyone doing it before his own house. It was 
admirable to see the diligence everyone used therein. 
Our house was not the last adoing, the Captain Chinesa 
(our landlord) setting men awork to do it. 

The thirteenth of October, I heard three or four guns, 
or chambers, go off, which I thought had been done to 
entertain the king at the Dutch house; but they were 
shot out of a China junk which passed by this place 
and so went on to Nagasaki, and presently the old king 
sent for me to come to dinner to the Dutch house, and 
Master Eaton with me, and to bring a bottle of wine. 
Master Eaton had taken physic and could not go, but 
I went. We had a very good dinner at the Dutch house, 
the meat being well dressed, both after the Japan and 
Dutch fashion, and served upon the table, but no great 
drinking. The old king sat at one table, accompanied 
with his eldest son, and both the young king’s brothers 
(for the young king himself was not there, sending word 
he was not well) at the other table. First sat Nabesone, 
the old king’s brother, and then myself, and next me 
Semidone, and the old king’s governor, Zanzebar’s father- 
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in-law, and divers other Caballeros on the other side. 
Captain Brower did not sit at all, but carved at table, 
all his own people attending and serving on their knees; 
and in the end he gave drink to every one of his guests, 
with his own hands and upon his knees, which seemed 
strange to me. And when they had dined, all the nobles 
went away, and Captain Brower would needs accompany 
me to the English house. I asked him why he served 
these people upon his knees, they sitting at table. He 
answered me it was the fashion of the country, and if the 
king himself made a feast he did the same for the mere 
honour of his guests. And before night the old King 
Foyne came to the English house and visited all parts, 
and made collation, staying an hour talking of one thing 
and other. 

The three-and-twentieth, I was given to understand 
of a great Pagan feast that was to be performed this day, 
and that both the kings, with all the rest of the nobility, 
accompanied with divers strangers, met together at a 
summer-house, set up before the great pagoda, to see a 
horse-race. I think there was not so few as three thou- 
sand people assembled together, as I esteemed in viewing 
of them. Every nobleman went on horseback to the 
place, accompanied with a rout of slaves, some with pikes, 
some with small-shot, and others with bows and arrows. 
The pikemen were placed on one side of the street and 
the shot and archers on the other, the midst of the street 
being left void to run the race, and right before the 
summer-house (where the king and nobles sat) was a 
round buckler of straw hanged against the wall, at which 
the archers on horseback, running a full career, discharged 
their arrows, both in the street and summer-house, where 
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the nobles sat; that neither the present which we sent 
nor we could have entrance. And so we passed along 
the street, beholding all, and returned another way to 
the English house. And late at night Zanzebar’s wife's 
brother came to the English house, and brought me a 
present of a haunch of venison and a basket of oranges. 
Zanzebar himself did accompany him. And about ten 
of the clock in the night the Captain Chinesa (our land- 
lord) came and knocked at the door, telling me that the 
king had given express command that every house should 
have a tub of water ready on the top of their houses, for 
that the devil had said that the town should be burned 
this night; yet he proved a liar. But for all that we got 
a great tub of water on the top of our house, which held 
twenty buckets of water, and men did run up and down 
the streets all night, bidding everyone look to their fire, 
that it was strange and fearful to hear them. 

The Captain Chinesa being sick, sent for some spiced 
cakes and a couple of wax candles, which I sent him, as 
I had done the like heretofore. Master Melsham, now 
being weary of his Japan physic, returned to our chirur- 
geon, Master Warner. Whereat Zanzebar and his doctor 
took pepper in the nose. 


II 


A strange Comedy acted by Kings and Nobles — Preventions for 
Night-cries and Fires— Return of the General from Court 

The thirtieth day of October, the Captain Chinesa 
(our landlord) came unto me and told me of a general 
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collection which was made throughout every house in 
the town to send presents of eatable commodities to the 
kings, for the more honour of a great feast they have to- 
morrow, with a comedy or play; and so by his counsel 
(with advice of others) I ordained two bottles of Spanish 
wine, two roasted hens, a roast pig, a small quantity rusk, 
and three boxes banqueting stuff, to send to their feast 
to-morrow. And before night the young king sent one 
of his men unto me to furnish them with some English 
apparel, for the better setting out their comedy, namely, 
a pair of stammelcloth breeches. I returned answer I 
had none such, neither did I know any other which had; 
notwithstanding, if any apparel I had would please his 
Highness, I would willingly give it him. And within 
night both the kings sent to me, to bring Master Foster, 
the master, and be a spectator of their comedy to- 
morrow. 

The one-and-thirtieth, before dinner, I sent out our 
present aforesaid to the kings by our jurebasso, desiring 
their highnesses to pardon the master and myself, and 
that we would come to them some other time when 
there were less people. But that would not serve the 
turn, for they would needs have our company, and to 
bring Master Eaton along with us; which we did, and 
had a place appointed for us, where we sat and saw all 
at our pleasures. And the old king himself came and 
brought us collation in sight of all the people. And 
after, Semidone did the like in the name of both the 
kings; and after dinner, noblemen of the king's followers 
made us a third collation. But the matter I noted most 
of all was their comedy (or play), the actors being the 
kings themselves, with the noblemen and princes. The 
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matter was of valiant deeds of their ancestors, from the 
beginning of their kingdom or commonwealth until this 
present, with much mirth mixed among, to give the 
common people content. The audience was great, for 
no house in town but brought a present; nor no village 
nor place under their dominions but did the like, and 
were spectators. And the kings themselves did see 
that everyone, both great and small, did eat and drink 
before they departed. Their acting, music, and singing 
(as also their poetry) is very harsh to us, yet they keep 
due time both with hands and feet. Their music is 
little tabors, made great at both ends, and small in the 
midst, like to an hour-glass, they beating on the end 
with one hand, and strain the cords which go about it 
with the other, which maketh it to sound great or small 
as they list, according their voices with it, one playing on 
a fife or flute; but all harsh, and not pleasant to our 
hearing. Yet I never saw play wherein I noted so much, 
for I see their policy is great in doing thereof, and quite 
contrary to our comedies in Christendom, ours being but 
dumb shows, and this the truth itself, acted by the kings 
themselves, to keep in perpetual remembrance their affairs. 
The king did not send for the Flemings, and therefore 
I accounted it a greater grace for us. At our return to 
the English house I found three or four Flemings there; 
one of them was in a Japan habit, and came from a place 
called Cushma, within sight of Corea. I understand 
they sold pepper and other commodities there, and I 
think have some secret trade into Corea, or else are very 
likely to have. I hope, if they do well, we cannot do 
amiss, Mr. Adams being the man that put them lorward 
unto it, and no doubt will be as forward for the good of 
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his own country as for strangers. Hernando Ximenes 
was with Captain Brower, and saw the two men which 
came from Cushma, and did but ask him from whence 
they came; whereat Captain Brower was angry, telling 
him he would give him no account thereof. And towards 
night I understood that two Spaniards were come from 
Nagasaki and lodged at Zanzebar’s, and sent for our jure- 
basso to come to them; but I would not let him go soon. 
After, Zanzebar and they came to the English house, and 
one of them being Andres Bulgaryn, the Genoese, which 
passed by this place the other day; and the other is called 
Benito do Palais, and is pilot major of the Spanish ship 
which was cast away on the coast of Japan, and is the 
same man which came from Nagasaki to visit Mr. Adams 
at his being here. They told me they were come of 
purpose to visit their friends, namely, myself first of all, 
with many other words of compliment, and then entered 
into speeches of our fugitives, saying it was not the 
fathers (as they call them) which kept our people secret, 
or went about to convey them away, but rather they of 
Nagasaki themselves, who they reported to be very bad 
people. In fine, I stood in doubt that these fellows are 
come of purpose to inveigle more of our people to do as 
the others have done, and therefore advised the master 
to have a care both to ship and boats, as also to take 
notice of any such as went about to keep them company; 
for that it is good to doubt the worst, for the good will 
save itself. 

The first of November at night, two houses were set on 
fire on the other side the water, but the fire was soon 
put out; but the villains that did it could not be found 
I sent Mr. Foster, the master, a letter, advising him to 
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take care of ship and boats, as also to look into the 
behaviour of our people, for that I doubted these two 
Spaniards were but come as spies, to see what we did, and 
to entice some other of our people to do as the former did. 
Also, I advised him how I understood the said Spaniards 
did pretend to invite him to dinner this day; but I wished 
him to take great heed they gave him not a higo. He 
returned me answer that he esteemed them such as I 
took them for, and therefore would have a care to the 
main chance. But soon after he came ashore, and the 
Spaniards came to the English house, and with much 
entreaty got Mr. Foster and Mr. William Eaton to go 
along to dinner with them to Zanzebar's, and the two 
other Spaniards and Hernando did the like. But these 
two Spaniards came unto me and bade me tell the 
master, or any other that went with them, to take heed 
they did not eat or drink anything but such as they did 
see the others taste before them; for that it was no trust- 
ing of them, of which I advised both the master and Mr. 
Eaton. 

The second, some villains set a house on fire in the 
Fish Street, and it was soon put out, and the party 
escaped; and it is generally thought to be some base 
people or renegades, which lie loitering up and down the 
town, and came from Miaco, and three are much sus- 
pected, but no proof as yet found against them. But 
there is order given to make gates and partitions over 
every street in divers places, and watch to be kept in 
each place, and no man be suffered to walk in the night, 
except he be found to have earnest business. Another 
villain got into a poor widow's house, thinking to have 
robbed her, but, she making an outcry, he fled up into 
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the wood over against the English house, where the 
pagoda is. And soon after the wood was beset round 
about with about five hundred men, but the thief could 
not be found. At night, as we were going to bed, there 
was an outcry on a sudden that thieves were on the top 
of our house setting it on fire; but, our ladders being 
ready reared, both myself and others were not long a- 
going up, but found nothing, but that all our neighbours 1 
houses were peopled on the tops on a sudden as well as 
ours. And it is to be thought it was nothing but a false 
alarm, given of purpose to see how everyone would be 
found in readiness. Yet at that very instant there was 
a house set on fire, but soon quenched, it being a good 
way from our English house. 

The night past, three houses were set on fire in divers 
parts of the town, but all put out at beginning, so that no 
hurt was done. So now order is given to take notice in 
every house what people are in them, whether strangers 
or others, and such as are found to be suspected are to 
be banished out of the country; and gates or bars made 
to shut up the passages or ends of the streets, and watch 
set in divers places, without crying and making a noise 
up and down the streets in the night, as hath been for 
a time heretofore without either form or fashion. Yet, 
notwithstanding all this, a villain about ten o’clock in the 
night set a house on fire near the pagoda, over against 
our English house. But he was espied by the watch, 
who pursued him with all speed; but he got into the wood 
above the pagoda, which forthwith was beset round about 
with above five hundred armed men, and the old King 
Foyne came in person with many other noblemen, and 
assisted in pursuit. Yet I verily think the villain did run 
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up and down amongst the rest, crying: “Keep thief”, 
as well as the rest. 

The fourth, there was fire put in divers places more, 
one in the town and another in the country, besides the 
house near ours, as I said before. Order is now given to 
have secret watch in divers parts of the town every night, 
and no man to go out in the night except upon urgent 
occasion, and then to have a light before them, to the 
end they may be seen. If the decorum be truly kept, 
our house-burners will play least in sight. I. told the 
kings and others hereof about a week past, and now it 
is put in execution. 

The sixth, this day about ten o'clock, our general and 
all his company arrived here from the Japan court, 
Master Adams being in company with him. And pre- 
sently the general sent me with John Japan, our jure- 
basso, to visit both the kings, and thank them for their 
kindness in so well accommodating him with a boat, as 
also for the care they had of the ship and the rest in his 
absence, and that he would come on the morrow to visit 
them, being now too weary of his long voyage. They 
took this visitation kindly, saying they would be glad to 
see him at their houses. Also certain merchants of Miaco, 
which came from Nagasaki, came to our English house, 
and had sight of all our commodities, and amongst the 
rest took liking of ten pieces of cassidy nill, and made 
price for them at three tais the piece, which is in all 
thirty tais, and so sent them to their lodging, as other 
merchants before had done the like and so returned me 
money to my content. But these sent me nothing but a 
paper, and consigned me to receive my money of Semi- 
done, who was newly gone out of town on a voyage, our 
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general meeting him on the way; but I returned these 
merchants word that I would have my payment of them 
or else my merchandise back again. But they made 
answer I should have neither the one nor the other; 
neither would the host of the house where they lodged 
pass his word for payment, so I was forced to go to both 
the kings to seek for justice, but first sent word aboard 
that if the boat of Miaco weighed anchor to go away, 
that they should man out the skiff and stay her, which 
they did, and made her come to an anchor again. And 
in the meantime I spake to the kings, but the younger 
said that Semidone was a man able enough to pay 
me. And then I answered and asked him that if 
Semidone did not, whether he would, and he told me 
no; and while we were talking of it, old Foyne Sama 
came in and told me that he would take order that 
I should have content. Yet his order had come too 
late, if our pinnace had not stayed them. So in the 
end the host where they did lodge passed his word for 
payment. 

Captain Brower and all his merchants came to the 
English house to visit our general, and Nobi Sama sent 
him a young pork for a present, saying he would come 
himself to visit him within a day or two. 


Ill 

Here follow certain letters, the first sent from the 
emperor to the Prince of Orange, the rest from the 
English in Japan, and principally from Master Cocks, 
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wherein the Japonian affairs and other occurrences for 
divers years are expressed: — 

The Copy of a Letter sent by the Emperor of 
Japan unto the King of Holland, by the 
Ship called the Red Lion , with Arrows, 
which arrived in the Texel the 
two-and-twentieth of July, 

1610. 

I, Emperor and King of Japan, wish to the King of 
Holland, who hath sent from so far countries to visit me, 
greeting. 

I rejoice greatly in your writing and sending unto me, 
and wish that our countries were nearer the one to the 
other, whereby we might continue and increase the friend- 
ship begun betwixt us by your Majesty’s presence, whom 
I imagine in conceit to see, in respect I am unknown 
unto your Majesty, and that your love toward me is 
manifested through your liberality in honouring me with 
four presents, whereof I had no need, yet coming in your 
name I received them in great worth, and hold them in 
good esteem. 

And further, whereas the Hollanders, your Majesty’s 
subjects, desire to trade with their shipping in my country, 
which is of little value and small, and to traffic with my 
subjects, and desire to have their abiding near unto my 
court, whereby in person I might help and assist them, 
which cannot be as now through the inconvenience of 
the country; yet notwithstanding I will not neglect, as 
already I have been, to be careful of them, and to give 
in charge to all my governors and subjects, that m what 
places and havens in what part soever they shall arrive, 
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they shall show them all favour and friendship to their 
persons, ships, and merchandise. Wherein your Majesty 
or your subjects need not doubt or fear aught to the 
contrary. For they may come as freely as if they came 
into your Majesty’s own havens and countries, and so 
may remain in my country to trade. And the friendship 
begun betwixt me and my subjects with you shall never 
be impaired on my behalf, but augmented and increased. 

I am partly ashamed that your Majesty (whose name 
and renown through your valorous deeds is spread through- 
out the whole world) should cause your subjects to come 
from so far countries into a country so unfitting as it is 
to visit me, and to offer unto me such friendship as I 
have not deserved. But considering that your affection 
hath been the cause thereof, I could not but friendly 
entertain your subjects, and yield to their requests: 
whereof this shall serve for a testimony, that they in 
all place, countries, and islands under mine obedience 
may trade and traffic, and build houses serviceable and 
needful for their trade and merchandise, where they may 
trade without any hindrance, at their pleasure, as well in 
time to come as for the present, so that no man shall do 
them any wrong, and I will maintain and defend them as 
mine own subjects. 

I promise likewise that the persons which I understand 
shall be left here shall now and at all times be held as 
recommended unto me, and in all things to favour them, 
whereby your Majesty shall find us as your friends and 
neighbours. 

For other matters passed betwixt me and your Ma- 
jesty’s servants, which would be too long here to repeat, 
I refer myself unto them. 
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Firando, in Japan, the tenth of December, 1614. 

To this day I have not had time to perfect up my old 
book of accounts, by means of the despatching away our 
people, some to one place, some to another, and then 
the new building of our house, and after that buying of 
a junk and repairing of her; which is now ready to depart 
for Siam, and hath been any time these ten days riding 
at an anchor at Cochi, a league from Firando, where 
your ship rode at your departure from hence, expecting 
but a fair wind to set forward on her voyage. She is 
called the Sea Adventure , being about some two hundred 
tons, in whom Master Adams goeth for master, and 
Master Wickham and Edward Sayer for merchants, by 
means of the death of Master Peacock, slain in Cochin- 
China, and likelihood of casting away Walter Carwarden, 
returning back from thence, for to this hour we have 
no news of him, nor the junk they went in, as I have 
at large advised the worshipful company. Since your 
departure from hence the emperor hath banished all 
Jesuits, priests, friars, and nuns out of Japan, and pulled 
down and burned all their churches and monasteries, 
shipping them away, some for Amacau in China and the 
rest for Manilla. Foyne Sama, the old King of Firando, 
is dead, and Ushiandono, his governor, and two other 
servants ript themselves up to bear him company, their 
bodies being burned, and ashes entombed by his. Here 
are wars like to ensue betwixt Ogusho Sama, the old 
emperor, and Fidaia Sama, the young prince, son to 
Tico Sama, who hath fortified himself strongly in his 
castle or fortress of Osaco, having eighty thousand or 
a hundred thousand men, runaways and banisned men, 
malcontents, which are retired out of all parts unto him, 
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and victualled themselves for three years. The old em- 
peror himself is come down against him in person, with 
an army of three hundred thousand soldiers, and is at 
the castle of Fushma, Their forerunners have had two or 
three bickerings already, and many slain on each part. 
All Osaca is burned to the ground, but only the castle, 
so Master Eaton is gone to Saca with his goods, yet not 
without danger, for part of that town is burned too. 

And now for sale of our goods. The emperor took 
our ordnance, with a good part of our lead, and ten 
barrels of powder, and two or three broad-cloths. And 
a good part of our other broad-cloths are sold, namely, 
black, hair colour, cinnamon colour, at fifteen, fourteen, 
and twelve tais the tattamy ; but they will not look on a 
Venice red or a flame colour, neither are stamels in such 
request as heretofore. They enquire much after white and 
and yellow broad-cloth. The Hollanders have sold most 
of their broad-cloths at base rates, which maketh us to do 
the like. And for our cloth of Cambaya, they will not 
look on our red zelas, blue byrams, nor dutties, which 
are the greatest part of that you left with us; only some 
white bastas are sold at fourteen and fifteen mass a piece. 
And cassedys nil, alleias, broad pintadoes, chader pinta- 
does, with such spotted, striped, and chequered stuffs, 
most looked after, and sold at profit. We have also sold 
near half our Bantam pepper for sixty-five mass the 
pecull, and all the rest had been gone before now had 
it not been for this rumour of wars. I stand in great 
hope we shall procure trade into China by means of 
Andrea, the Captain China, and two other of his 
brothers, which labour in the matter, and make no 
doubt but to bring it to effect for three ships a year 
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to come and go to a place near Lanquin, to which place 
we may go from hence in three or four days if the wind 
be good. I have written hereof at large to the Worshipful 
Company, as the like to my Lord Treasurer. 

The Chinese do much complain of the Hollanders 
robbing and pilfering their junks, for (as they say) they 
have rifled and taken seven. The Emperor of Japan 
hath taken some distaste against the Hollanders, for he 
refused a present they lately sent up to him, and would 
uoi speak to them which brought it: as he did the like 
by another present the Portugals sent him who came in 
the great ship from Amacau this year to Nagasaki; he 
refusing both the present, as also to speak to them which 
brought it. You thought, at your being here, that if any 
other ship came out of England we might sell our goods 
without carrying up any present to the emperor; but now 
1 find it to be otherwise, for every ship which cometh in 
mist carry a present to the emperor as a custom. Neither 
can we set out any junk without procuring the yearly 
license of the emperor, otherwise no Japan mariner dare 
go out of Japan upon pain of death; only our own ships 
from England may come in and go out again when they 
will, and no man gainsay it. 

We cannot yet by any means get trade from Tushma 
into Corea, neither have they of Tushma any other privi- 
lege but to enter into one little town (or fortress), and in 
pain of death not to go without the walls thereof to the 
landward, and yet the King of Tushma is no subject to 
the Emperor of Japan. We could vent nothing but 
pepper at Tushma, and yet no great quantity of that, and 
the weight is much bigger than that of Japan, but sold 
at a better rate. I am given to understand that up the 
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country of Corea they have great cities, and betwixt that 
and the sea mighty bogs, so that no man can travel on 
horseback, nor very hardly on foot; but for remedy 
against that they have great wagons or carts which go 
upon broad or flat wheels under sail, as ships do. So 
that, observing monsoons, they transport their goods to 
and fro in these sailing wagons. They have damasks, 
satins, taffetas, and other silk stuffs made there, as 
well as in China. It is said that Taico Sama, the 
deceased emperor, did pretend to have conveyed a 
great army of soldiers in these sailing wagons, to have 
assaulted the Emperor of China on a sudden in his 
great city of Peking, where he is ordinarily resident, 
but he was prevented by a Corean nobleman, who 
poisoned himself to poison the emperor and other 
great men of Japan, which is the occasion the Japans 
have lost that which some two -and -twenty years past 
they had gotten possession of in Corea. Master Foster 
the master’s whistle and chain is found, and Master 
Adams hath it, and will be answerable unto him for 
it. I did think to have sent you a Japan almanac in 
another letter to the same effect as this, dated the five- 
and-twentieth ultimo, and sent by Sea Adventure , by way 
of Siam, but forgot to put it in, yet now cometh here 
enclosed. I pray you let this letter suffice to Master 
George Saris your brother and the rest of my loving 
friends; and with hearty commendations in general, I 
leave you all to the holy protection of the Almighty, 
resting always 

Your ever-loving friend at command, 


Richard Cocks. 
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To the Worshipful Thomas Wilson, Esquire, 
at his house at the 

Britain Burse, at the Strand, give these. 

Sir, — My last unto you was of the first of December, 
1613, dated on the Isle of Firando, in Japan, and sent 
by Captain John Saris in the ship called the Clove , 
wherein I advertised you how unkindly the Hollanders 
dealt with us in the Moluccas. Since which time there 
is not any matter of moment to advise you of more than 
I have touched in another letter to my good Lord 
Treasurer. The Hollanders give it out here that it is 
very likely our East India Company of England and 
that of Holland shall be joined all in one; which if it 
prove true, it is thought an easy matter to drive both 
Spaniards and Portugals out of these eastern parts of the 
world, or else utterly to cut them off, or debar them 
from all trade. For you will hardly believe how the 
Hollanders already have daunted the Spaniards and 
Portugals in these parts, especially in the Moluccas, 
where they daily encroach upon the Spaniards, which are 
not able to withstand their proceedings, but now stand 
in much fear that in short time they will also take the 
Philippines from them. Also the Portugals which trade 
from Ormus to Goa, and so for Malacca and Macao in 
China, stand daily in fear to be surprised by them. 

One thing there is the issue whereof I cannot well 
conceive, and that is the robbing of the junks of China 
daily practised by the Hollanders in these parts; the 
goods whereof cannot choose but amount to great 
matters, and suffice to set out and maintain 1 great 
fleet which is worthy of consideration. And if it should 

(B 276) E 
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happen that the King of Japan should fall out with the 
Hollanders, and debar them from trade into his do- 
minions (as it may fall out that he will), then it is likely 
that the Hollanders will make prize as well of Japans as 
Chinese. For, out of doubt, their forces at sea in these 
parts are sufficient to do what they lust, if they have but 
a victualling -place to retire unto. And they are of late 
grown very stout, and mock at them which, all the 
world knoweth, were their masters and teachers. And 
it is very certain that they have gotten possession of 
divers fortresses in the Moluccas and those parts. Yet on 
my knowledge the people of those parts do rather incline 
to the Spaniards than to them; although at the first they 
were glad of their arrival by means of the intolerable 
pride of the Spaniards. But now time telleth them that 
the Spaniards brought them store of rials of plate, and 
in their proud humours were liberal, which was easy for 
them to do, in respect they had wherewithal to do it. 
But the poor Hollanders which serve in these parts for 
soldiers, both by sea and land, have such bare pay that it 
will hardly find them clothing to their backs and meat 
for their bellies. Their commanders allege that all the 
benefit which happeneth, either by reprisal or conquest, 
is for the States, and Winthebbers, as they call them. So 
that what will come of this in the end is hard to judge. 

But, letting these matters pass, I am verily of opinion 
that if it be not for the misdemeanour of the Hollanders 
we shall obtain a trade in China; for our demand is but 
for three ships a year to come and go, and only to leave 
factors sufficient to do the business without bringing in 
any Jesuits or padres, as they term them; which the 
Chinese cannot abide to hear of, because heretofore they 
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came into these parts in such numbers to inhabit that 
now they will not endure it, and were always craving 
and begging without shame, which is a common saying 
among the pagans. 

One thing there is which putteth me in good hope, 
and that is the good report and fame which our English 
nation hath gotten in these parts since our arrival, which, 
as I am given to understand, is come to the knowledge 
of the Emperor of China; and how the chief King of 
Japan hath received us and granted unto us very large 
privileges. As also how that the English at all times 
have held the Castilians, as they call them, to hard meat 
both by sea and land. These things the Chinese them- 
selves tell, me, and that the emperor and other great 
men in China delight to hear reports of our nation. 
But I had almost forgotten to note down how some 
China merchants put out a question to me, to know, if 
we had a trade in China, whether the King of England 
would debar the Hollanders from robbing and spoiling 
of their junks? Which question was doubtful unto me; 
yet I answered them that his Majesty would take such 
order that the Hollanders should not misuse them. 

Of late here is come news from Eddo, a city of Japan 
as big as London, wherein the chief of the nobility of 
Japan have beautiful houses, that by means of an exceed- 
ing typhoon or tempest all or the most part of them are 
defaced, the whole city being overflowen with water, and 
the people forced to fly up into the mountains; a thing 
never heard of before. And the king’s palace being stately 
builded in a new fortress, the tiles being all gilded on the 
outside, were all carried away with a whirlwind, so that 
none of them are to be found. The pagans attribute it 
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to some charms, or by conjurations of the Jesuits lately 
banished, but the Papist Japonians do rather ascribe it to 
the punishment of God for the banishing of such holy 
men. 

Another matter there is which I thought good to 
advertise you of, and that is of a disaster lately happened 
to us in Cochin China; to which place we sent a quantity 
of goods and money to the value of seven hundred and 
thirty pounds sterling, as it cost in England, Master 
Tempest Peacock and Master Walter Carwarden going 
for merchants in a Japan junk, carrying the king's ma- 
jesty's letters of England, with a present of worth for the 
King of Cochin China; and arrived in their port of dis- 
charge, called Quinham, delivered his Majesty's letters 
and the present, which were taken in good part, and they 
entertained with kind speeches and large promises. The 
Hollanders, seeing we adventured to that place, would 
needs do the like, and took freight in other junks, and 
were likewise well entertained at first. But in the end, 
Master Peacock and the chief merchant of the Hol- 
landers going on shore, both in one boat, to receive 
certain sums of money of the king for broad-cloth and 
other commodities sold him, were treacherously set upon 
in the water, and their boat overturned ; they being killed 
in the water with harping -irons like fishes, with their 
interpreters and other followers, which were Japonians. 
Walter Carwarden, being aboard the junk, escaped and 
came away. But from that day to this we can hear no 
news neither of him nor of the junk ; therefore we fear he 
is cast away. 

The common report both of Chinese and Japans is 
that the king of Cochin China did this to be revenged 
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on the Hollanders for burning a town of his, and putting 
his people to death without mercy. The original grew 
from a great quantity of false dollars or reals of eight 
sent to Quinham by the Hollanders certain years past, 
and there put away for silks, and other China stuffs, with 
the merchants of that place. But the falsehood of the 
money being espied, they laid hands on the Holland 
factors, and I think someone was put to death in revenge: 
whereupon the Holland ships, coming on that coast, 
landed their men and burned a town, putting man, 
woman, and child to the sword. This was the chief 
occasion (as report goeth) that this mischance is happened 
now; Mr. Peacock being slain because he was in com- 
pany with the Hollanders. Here enclosed I send you 
a Japan almanac, whereby you may see their order of 
printing figures and characters. And so I leave you 
to the holy protection of the Almighty. Resting always, 

Your worship’s to command, 

Richard Cocks. 


Firando in Japan, February 15, 1617. 

Captain Saris, — 

We have been this year again before the 
Emperor of Japan, but cannot get our privileges en- 
larged, but trade only at Firando and Nagasaki, and 
our English shipping to come to Firando only. 

Mr. Edmond Sayer went this last year for Cochin 
China with a cargeson of some one thousand eight 
hundred tais goods and money. And, being ready to 
come away, was cozened of six hundred and fiity tais 
by a Chinese and others, of whom he had bought silk 
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for the Worshipful Company, and weighed out the money, 
attending to receive the silk, the money lying by till it 
came, he and another being in the room where it lay. 
But those false people made a hole through the cane wall 
and stole out the money, they not seeing when it was 
done. I am sorry for the mischance, but he hopeth to 
recover it again this year, having left a man to follow the 
suit, and returneth back this monsoon in a China junk, 
with a cargeson of two thousand tais in plate to bestow 
in silk ; and one Robert Hawley goeth with him for 
mortality’s sake, and Mr. William Adams goeth pilot for 
the Chinese. God send them a prosperous voyage, and 
to recover the money lost. 

The Hollanders sent a fleet of ships the last year from 
the Moluccas to the Manillas to fight with the Spanish 
fleet. But they kept in for the space of five or six months, 
so that the Hollanders made account they durst not come 
out at all, and therefore separated themselves to look out 
for China junks, whereof they took and rifled some say 
twenty-five junks, others say thirty-five. Once they took 
great riches, and all under the name of Englishmen. 
But in the end the Spanish fleet came out, and set upon 
five or six of their ships, burning and sinking the admiral 
and two other Holland ships, the rest escaping. But the 
Spaniards separating themselves to seek out the Hol- 
landers, the vice-admiral of them fell in with two fresh 
Hollanders on the morning, who fought with her all 
day, and made her to run on ground, and set herself 
on fire, because the Hollanders should not take them. 
The which two ships, and one of them which was at a 
former fight, came after to Firando, with two other great 
Hollanders from Bantam, to look out for the Amacau ship; 
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but missed narrowly of her, for that five great Holland 
ships, the least of them as big as the Clove , came into 
Japan this year, one of which, called the Red Lion (which 
was she which rid by us at the Moluccas), was cast away 
at Firando in a storm, with a China junk they brought 
in for a prize, but all the merchandise recovered, though 
wet. The emperor letteth them make good price of all. 
They sent away the Black Lion for Bantam, a ship of 
nine hundred tons, full laden with raw silk, and other 
rich China stuffs. Another, called the Flushing , of seven 
or eight hundred tons, is gone for the Moluccas, full 
laden with provisions and money; and the Sun , a ship of 
six or seven hundred tons, with the Gallias . of above four 
hundred tons, are left to scour the coast of China, to take 
what booty they can, and return the next monsoon. The 
Gallias is gone out already, but the Sun attendeth the 
going out of the Amacau ship from Nagasaki, to be 
doing with her. She was going out heretofore, but 
coming in sight of the Gallias (the wind serving her), 
returned to Nagasaki again, so I think she will hardly 
go out this year. And as I said before, they have robbed 
ail the Chinese in the name of Englishmen, which hath 
done much hurt to our proceeding, to get a trade in that 
place; for that we were forced to send new supplies, to 
give the governors in China to understand that they are 
Hollanders which did it, and not Englishmen. In fine, I 
have advised the Worshipful Company at large of all, of 
which I make no doubt but you will hear. And so I 
commit you to God, resting 

Your loving friend assured at command, 

Richard Cocks. 
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Nagasaki, in Japan, the tenth of March, 1610. 

It is now almost three years last past since I wrote 
your worship any letter, and it is by means of the 
unlooked-for and unruly proceedings of the Hollanders 
against our English nation in all these parts of the world, 
not sparing us in these kingdoms of Japan, contrary to 
the large privileges which the Emperor of Japan hath 
given us, that the Japans should not meddle with us. 
But these Hollanders this year, having seven ships great 
and small in the harbour or port of Firando, have, with 
sound of trumpet, proclaimed open war against our Eng- 
lish nation, both by sea and^ land, to take our English 
ships and goods, and kill our persons as their mortal 
enemies, which was done by one Adam Westarwood, 
their Admiral or Lord Commander (as they term him) 
and openly proclaimed aboard all their ships. Also they 
have come to brave us before our own doors, and, picking 
quarrels, entered into our house, thinking to have cut all 
our throats, yet wounded but two persons; and had it not 
been for the assistance of the Japaneses, our neighbours, 
which took our parts, they had killed us all, they being a 
hundred Hollanders to one Englishman. And not con- 
tented with this, they took our boat going out about our 
business, wherein there was one Englishman, which they 
carried prisoner into their own house, threatening to have 
killed him, putting him in great danger of his life, by 
means of a company of drunken consorts, which were 
about him, threatening him to stab him with their knives. 
The young man’s name is Richard King and son to 
Captain King of Plymouth. And besides this, two other 
of our barques going besides their ships within the town 
and harbour of Firando, they bent a piece of ordnance 
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against them, which took false fire; but they shot at them 
with muskets, but missed the Englishmen, and killed a 
Japan. Yet for all this there is no justice executed against 
them by the King of Firando, although the emperor hath 
commanded him to do it. 

Also, may it please you to understand that two of 
these ships which they brought into Firando this year 
are English ships which they took from Englishmen in 
the Indies, as also they took two other this year from 
them, riding at an anchor in the Roads of Patania, where 
they have a factory, and not doubting any such matter. 
In which broil they killed Captain John Jordaine, our 
chief president for the Right Worshipful Company in the 
Indies, with divers others, and carrying the ships and 
goods quite away; but six of the mariners, which were in 
the English ship which they took, escaped from them 
and came to the English house. They sending to me to 
have them sent back again; unto whom I answered, I 
would first see their commission, how they durst presume 
to take our shipping and goods, and kill our king’s 
majesty’s faithful subjects as they did. So then they went 
to the Tono or King of Firando, desiring to have their 
English slaves (as they pleased to call them) delivered 
unto them; but they had answer, they must first demand 
them of the emperor, and look what he ordained should 
be fulfilled. Yet in the meantime they held not the 
Englishmen to be slaves unto them. This was the chief 
occasion which made them to pick quarrels against us, to 
have killed us all ; but I hope in God, his Majesty, by the 
solicitation of our right honourable and right worshipful 
employers, will not suffer his true and loyal subjects to 
lose their shipping, lives, and goods in such order as 
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they do, by such an unthankful and thievish rabble of 
them which are assembled together in these parts of the 
world, who make a daily practice to rob and spoil all, 
both friends and foes, and I trust that you yourself will 
be a solicitor in this so just a cause against so common 
an enemy. 

This Adam Westarwood, their Lord Commander, set 
my life at sale, offering fifty rials of eight to anyone that 
would kill me, and thirty rials for each other Englishman 
they could kill ; but hitherto God hath preserved me and 
the rest in this place, although they wounded two or three, 
they were not dead. And this proceeding of their Lord 
Commander was told me secretly by some of their own 
people (willing me) and the rest to take care of ourselves. 
They also informed me of the noble parentage of their 
Lord Commander Westarwood, telling me his father is a 
stoolmaker at Amsterdam, or thereabouts, and the best 
of their captains either shoemakers’, carpenters’, or beer- 
brewers’ sons. God bless such an honourable and wor- 
shipful generation! I mean, God bless me from them! 
And so to make an end of this matter, I was this year 
above at the emperor’s court at Miaco, to make com- 
plaint of the abuses offered to us within his dominions 
contrary to the privileges his Majesty had given us, and 
I had very good words and promises that we should have 
justice, and the Tono or King of Eirando commanded to 
see it performed, but as yet nothing done, although I 
have many times earnestly sued for it. 

And at my being at court, and at the emperor’s 
palace, Portugals and Spaniards being there at the same 
time, to do their duties to the emperor, as they do every 
year when shipping cometh. There was a Hollander in 
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the court (which had lived in Japan almost twenty years, 
and speaketh the Japan language well); this fellow, in my 
hearing and others, began to extol their King of Holland 
to be the greatest king in Christendom, and one that 
held all the others under, he little thinking that we had 
understood what he said; but I was not behindhand to 
tell him that he needed not to lie so loud, for that they 
had no king at all in Holland, but were governed by 
a count, or rather they governed him. But if they had 
any king at all in whom they might boast it was the 
king’s majesty of England, who hitherto had been their 
protector, otherways they had never bragged of their 
states. At which speeches both Spaniards, Portugals, and 
others did laugh apace, and so the Hollander’s mouth 
was stopped. 

And now for news in these parts. May it please you 
to understand that this emperor is a great enemy to the 
name of Christians, especially Japans, so that all which 
are found are put to death. I saw fifty-five martyred at 
Miaco at one time when I was there, because they would 
not forsake their Christian faith, and amongst them were 
little children of five or six years old burned in their 
mothers’ arms, crying out: “Jesus, receive their souls”. 
Also in the town of Nagasaki there was sixteen more 
martyred for the same matter, whereof five were burned 
and the rest beheaded and cut in pieces and cast into 
the sea in sacks, of thirty fathom deep. Yet the priests 
got them up again and kept them secretly for relics. There 
is many more in prison, in divers other places, as also 
here, which look hourly when they shall die, for very few 
turn pagans. Also, this last year, before Christmas, the 
emperor hath displaced one of the greatest princes of 
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Japan, called Frushma Tay, of sixty or seventy Mangocas, 
and turned him into a corner in the north part of Japan, 
where he hath but a small portion in respect of that was 
taken from him, and this must he do or kill himself. It 
was thought there would have been trouble in Japan 
about it, for all Frushma Tay’s subjects were in arms, 
and meant to have held it out to the uttermost, having 
fortified the city of Frushma and gotten provision into 
it for a long time. But the Tay himself and his son being 
in the emperor’s court, he commanded them to write to 
their vassals, to lay down their arms and submit them- 
selves to the emperor’s pleasure, or else forthwith to cut 
their bellies. So life was sweet unto them, and all 
rendered unto the emperor, and those pardoned which 
had taken up arms in the defence of the Tay. And the 
emperor hath given his dominions, being two kingdoms, 
to two of the emperor’s own kinsmen. And now this year 
the emperor hath pulled down his castle at Frushma, which 
I think was far bigger than the city of Rochester, a very 
beautiful and gallant thing, wherein I saw him this year, 
and all the stones were carried to Osaca, and that old 
ruinated castle which Ticus Sama built, and Ogosha 
Sama pulled down, must now be built again, three times 
bigger than it was before. So that all the tonos or kings 
have each one their task set them to do at their own 
proper charge, not without much grudging, they having 
leave, after so many years, to return to their own lands, 
and now on a sudden are all sent for again to come to the 
court; which angereth them not a little, but they must, 
will they, nill they, in pain of death. Yet at this very 
instant here is a secret muttering that Fidaia Sama, the 
son of Ticus Sama, is alive, and in the Daire’s house at 
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Miaco; but I think it hath been reported divers times 
heretofore that he was alive, and in other places, but 
proved untrue. Yet here are some rich merchants at 
Miaco, hereat present, which are afraid, and are ready to 
go up on a sudden, for fear the emperor should burn 
Miaco, if it be true he be alive. And out of doubt, if he 
be alive, it may turn the emperor’s estate upside down, 
for he is no martial man, but a great politician. Once, 
howsoever it be, it cannot be worse for us than it is. 
And as I advised you in my last of the pulling down of 
all the churches in Japan, yet there are some remnants 
standing in Nagasaki till this year, and the monastery of 
Misericordia not touched, neither any churchyard nor 
burial-place; but now, by order from the emperor, all is 
pulled down, and all graves and sepulchres opened, and 
dead men’s bones taken out and carried into the fields 
by their parents and kindred to be buried elsewhere. 
And streets made in all their places, where both churches 
or churchyards were, except in some places where the 
emperor hath commanded pagodas to be erected, and 
sent heathen priests to live in them, thinking utterly to 
root out the memory of Christianity out of Japan. For 
there were certain places a little without the city of 
Nagasaki, where divers fathers and other Christians were 
martyred in the time of Ogosha Sama, where their parents 
and friends had planted green trees and set up altars 
near each tree, unto which place many hundreds went 
every day to pray; but now, by command from the 
emperor, all the said trees and altars are quite cut down 
and the ground made even. Such is his desire to root 
out the remembrance of all such matters. 

And in anno 1618, in the months of November and 
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December, here are two comets seen over all Japan, the 
first rising in the east, being like a great fiery beam rent 
to the southwards, and there, within the space of a month, 
vanished away. The other did also rise just east, being 
a great blazing star, and went northwards, and within a 
month vanished quite away about the constellation of 
Charles Wain, or Ursa Major. The wizards in these 
parts do prognosticate great matters thereof, but hitherto 
nothing of moment hath happened but the deposing of 
Frushma Tay aforesaid. 

But I am ashamed to write you the news the Portugals 
and Spaniards report, and some of them have showed 
me letters to verify it, and is of a bloody cross seen in 
the air in England, against which an English preacher, 
speaking in the pulpit, was struck dumb. Which miracle, 
as they call it, caused our king’s majesty to send to the 
Pope to have some cardinals and learned men to come 
to England, for that he meant all England should turn 
Roman Catholics. I pray you pardon me for writing such 
fopperies, which I do to the intent to have you laugh a 
little, yet I assure you here are many Portugals and 
Spaniards will not be persuaded to the contrary. I know 
not what else to write, but I hope by the next shipping 
which cometh for this place to come towards England, 
where, God grant, I may find you in good health, &c. 

Your Worship’s at command, 

Richard Cocks. 

To the Right Worshipful Sir Thomas Wilson, &c. 
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William Adams, his Voyage by the Magellan Straits 
to Japan, written in two letters by himself, as fol- 
loweth : — 

Having so good occasion, by hearing that certain 
English merchants lie in the island of Java, although 
by name unknown, I presumed to write these few lines, 
desiring the Worshipful Company, being unknown to me, 
to pardon my stoutness. The reason that I write, is 
first, as conscience doth bind me with love to my coun- 
trymen and my country. Your worships therefore shall 
understand, to whom these presents shall come, that 
I am a Kentishman, born in a town called Gillingham, 
two English miles from Rochester, one mile from 
Chatham, where the king’s ships do lie; and that from 
the age of twelve years I was brought up in Limehouse, 
near London, being prentice twelve years to Master 
Nicholas Diggins, and myself have served for master 
and pilot in her Majesty’s ships, and about eleven or 
twelve years have served the Worshipful Company of the 
Barbary Merchants, until the Indish traffic from Holland 
began. In which Indish traffic I was desirous to make 
a little experience of the small knowledge which God 
had given me. So, in the year of our Lord 1598, I 
was hired for pilot-major of a fleet of five sail which was 
made ready by the chief of the India Company, Peter 
Vanderhay, and Hance Vanderveke. The general of 
this fleet was a merchant called Jacques Mayhore, in 
which ship, being admiral, I was pilot. So, it being 
the three -and -twentieth or four-and-twentieth of June 
ere we set sail, it was too late ere we came to the line to 
pass it without contrary winds; for it was about the midst 
of September, at which time we found much southerly 
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winds. And many of our men were sick, so that we were 
forced to go to the coast of Guinea, to Cape de Lopo 
Gonsalves, where we set our sick men aland, whereof 
many died; and of the sickness few bettered, having 
little or no refreshing, and the place being unhealthy. 
Therefore, to fulfil our voyage, we set our course for the 
coast of Brazil, determining to pass the Straits of Ma- 
gellan, and by the way came to an island called the Illha 
da Nabon, at which island we landed, and took the town, 
in which was about eighty houses; in which island we re- 
freshed ourselves, having oxen, oranges, and divers other 
fruits. But the unwholesomeness of the air was such that 
as one bettered another fell sick. We spent upon the coast 
of the Cape Gonsalves, and of Annabon, a two months’ 
time, till the twelfth or thirteenth of November. At 
which time we set sail from Annabon, finding the winds 
still at the south by east and south-south-east till we 
got four degrees by south at the line ; at which time the 
winds favoured us, coming to the south-east, and east- 
south-east, and east, so that we were up between the 
island of Annabon and the Straits of Magellan about 
a five months. One of our five sail her mainmast fell 
overboard, by which we were much hindered; for in the 
sea, with much trouble, we set a new mast. Then, the 
nine - and - twentieth of March, we saw the land in the 
latitude of fifty degrees, having the wind two or three 
days contrary. So, in the end, having the winds good, 
we came into the Straits of Magellan, the first of April, 
1599, at which time the winter came, so that there was 
much snow. And our men, through cold on the one 
side and hunger on the other, grew weak. We had the 
wind at north-east some five or six days, in which time 
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we might have passed through the straits. But, for re- 
freshing of our men, we waited, watering and taking in 
of wood, and setting up of a pinnace of fifteen or sixteen 
tons in bigness. At length we would have passed through, 
but could not by reason of the southerly winds, with wet, 
and also very cold, with abundance of snow and ice. 
Wherefore we were forced to winter and stay in the 
straits from the sixth of April until the four-and-twentieth 
of September, in which time the most part of our pro- 
vision was spent, insomuch that for lack of victuals many 
of our men died through hunger. Now, having passed 
through the straits, and coming into the South Sea, we 
found many hard streams, being driven to the southwards 
in fifty-four degrees, being then very cold. At length we 
found reasonable winds and weather, with which we fol- 
lowed our pretended voyage towards the coast of Peru; 
but in long traverses we lost our whole fleet, being sepa- 
rated the one from the other. Yet before the dispersing 
of our fleet we had appointed, if we lost one another with 
storms and foul weather, that in Chili, in the latitude of 
forty- six degrees, we should stay one another for the space 
of thirty days. In which height, according to agreement, 
I went in six and -forty degrees, and stayed eight-and- 
twenty days, where we refreshed ourselves, finding the 
people of the country good of nature; but by reason of 
the Spaniards they would not trade with us. At first 
they brought us sheep and potatoes, for which we gave 
them bills and knives, whereof they were very glad ; but 
in the end the people went up from their houses into the 
country and came no more unto us. We stayed there 
eight-and-twenty days, and set up a pinnace ' ir hich we 
had in our ship, in four parts, and in the end departed 
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and came to the mouth of the Baldivia. Yet by reason it 
blew much wind we entered not, but directed our course 
out of the bay for the island of Mocha, unto which we 
came the next day, finding none of our fleet. So, not 
finding them, we directed our course for the island of 
Sancta Maria, and the next day we came by the Cape, 
which is a league and a half from the island, and seeing 
many people luffed about the Cape, and finding good 
ground, anchored in fifteen fathom in a fair sand bay. 
We went with our boats hard by the water side to 
pa ’ tcy with the people of the land, but they would not 
t Jer us to come aland, shooting great store of arrows 
•i our men. Nevertheless, having no victuals in our 
ship, and hoping to find refreshing, we forcibly landed 
some seven-and-twenty or thirty of our men, and drove 
the wild people from the water -side, having most of our 
men hurt with their arrows. They being on land, we 
made figures of friendship, and in the end came to parley 
with signs and tokens of friendship, which the people 
understood. So we made signs that our desire was to 
have victuals for iron, silver, and cloth, which we showed 
them. Wherefore they gave our folk wine, with potatoes 
to eat, and other fruits, and bid our men by signs and 
tokens to go aboard, and the next day to come again, 
and then they would bring us good store of refreshing 
victuals. So, being late, our men came aboard, the most 
part of them being hurt more or less; and yet w r e were 
very glad that we had come to a parley with them, hoping 
that we should get refreshing. The next day, being the 
ninth of November, 1599, our captain, with all our officers, 
prepared' to go aland, having taken counsel to go to the 
water-side, but not to land more than two or three at the 
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most; for there were people in abundance unknown to 
us; wild, therefore not to be trusted. Which counsel 
being concluded upon, the captain himself did go in one 
of our boats with all the force that we could make. And 
being by the shore-side, the people of the country made 
signs that they should come aland ; but that did not well 
like our captain. In the end, the people not coming near 
unto our boats, our captain, with the rest, resolved to 
land, against that which was concluded in our ship before 
the going aland. At length three-and-twenty men landed 
with muskets, and marched up towards four or five houses, 
and, when they were about a musket-shot from the boats, 
more than a thousand Indians, who lay in ambush, im 
mediately fell upon our men with such weapons as they 
had, and slew them all tc 01 n knowledge. So our boats 
did long wait to see if any of them would come again. 
But seeing no hope to recover them, our boats returned 
with this sorrowful news that all our men that landed were 
slain ; which was a lamentable thing to hear, for we had 
scarce so many men left as could wind up our anchor. 
The next day we weighed and went over to the island 
Sancta Maria, where we found our admiral, who had 
arrived there four days before us, and departed to the 
isle from Mocha the day before we came from thence, 
having the general, master, and all his officers wounded 
aland. So that all our officers were slain, the one bemoan- 
ing the other: nevertheless both glad to see the one the 
other, and that we were so well met together. My good 
friend Timothy Shotten was pilot in that ship. Being at the 
island of Sancta Maria, we took counsel to take all things 
out of one ship, and to bum the other; but the new 
captains could not agree which of the ships they should 



8 4 


EARLY VOYAGES TO JAPAN 


burn, and so could not conclude it. Having much cloth 
in our ships, it was agreed that we should leave the coast 
of Peru and direct our course for Japan, having under- 
stood that cloth was good merchandise there ; and also 
how upon that coast of Peru the king’s ships were out 
seeking us, having knowledge of our being there, under- 
standing that we were weak of men, which was certain; 
for one of our fleet, for hunger, was forced to seek relief 
at the enemies’ hand in Saint Jago. For which reason, 
having refreshed ourselves in the island Sancta Maria, 
more by policy than by force, we departed, the twenty- 
seventh of November, from the road, or island of Sancta 
Maria, with our two ships, and for the rest of our fleet 
we had no news of them. So we stood away directly 
for Japan, and passed the line equinoctial together, until 
we came in twenty-eight degrees to the northward of the 
line; in which latitude we were the twenty-third of Feb- 
ruary, 1600. We had a wondrous storm of wind as ever 
I was in, with much rain, in which storm we lost our con- 
sort, whereof we were very sorry, being left alone ; yet we 
hoped in Japan to find one another. Then, according to 
wind and weather, we followed our former intention for 
Japan, and in the height of thirty degrees sought the 
North Cape of the forenamed island, but found it not, 
by reason that it lieth false in all charts and globes and 
maps. In the end we had sight of the land, being the 
nineteenth of April, so that between the Cape of Sancta 
Maria and Japan we were four months and twenty-two 
days, at which time there were no more than six besides 
myself that could stand upon their feet. Now being in 
safety, we let our anchor fall about a league from a place 
called Bungo. At which time came to us many boats, 
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and we let them come aboard, not being able to resist 
them; yet the people did us no harm, we not under- 
standing each other but by signs and tokens. After twc 
or three days’ space a Jesuit came to us from a place 
called Nagasaki, to which place the carrack of Macao 
is yearly wont to come, which, with other Japoners that 
were Christians, were our interpreters; which was not 
to our good, they being our mortal enemies. Never- 
theless the King of Bungo, the place where we arrived, 
did us great friendship. For he gave us an house on 
shore for our sick men, having all refreshing that was 
needful. We had, when we came to an anchor in Bungo, 
four-and-twenty men, sick and whole, of which number 
the next day three died; the rest for the most part re- 
covered, saving three which lay long time sick, and in 
the end also died. The emperor, hearing of us, sent 
presently five galleys or frigates unto us to bring me to 
the court, where his majesty was, which was distant from 
Bungo about eight English leagues. Now, when I came 
before him, he demanded me of what country we were. 
So I answered him in all points; for there was nothing 
that he demanded not, both concerning war and peace 
between country and country, the particulars whereof 
were too long to write. And for that time I was com- 
manded to prison, being well used, with one of our 
mariners that came with me to serve me. 

A two days after, the emperor called me again, de- 
manding the reason of our coming so far. I answered: 
We were a people that sought all friendship with all 
nations, and to have trade of merchandise in all coun- 
tries, bringing such merchandises as our country had, 
and buying such merchandises in strange countries as 
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our country desired; through which our countries on 
both sides were enriched. He asked much concerning 
the wars between the Spaniards and Portugals, and us, 
and the reasons. The particulars of all which I gave 
him to understand, who seemed to be very glad to hear 
it After this I was commanded to prison again, but 
my lodging was bettered in another place. So I con- 
tinued nine-and-thirty days in prison, hearing no more 
news, neither of our ship, nor captain, whether he were 
recovered of his sickness, nor of the rest of the company; 
during which time I looked every day to die, to be 
crossed, as the custom of justice is in Japan, as hanging 
is in our land Now in this long time of imprisonment 
the Jesuits and the Portugals gave many evidences to 
the emperor against us, alleging that we were thieves 
and robbers of all nations, and if we were suffered to 
live it should be against the profit of his Majesty and 
the land, for then no nation should come there without 
robbing; but if justice were executed on us, the rest of 
our nation without doubt should fear and not come here 
any more; thus daily making access to the emperor and 
procuring friends to hasten my death. But God, that is 
always merciful at need, showed mercy unto us, and would 
not suffer them to have their wills of us. At length the 
emperor gave them this answer: That as yet we had 
done no hurt or damage to him, nor to any of his land, 
and therefore that it was against reason and justice to 
put us to death : and if our countries and theirs had wars 
one with the other, that was no cause that he should put 
us to death. With which they were quite out of heart 
that their cruel pretence failed them ; for which, God be 
for evermore praised. Now in this time that I was in 
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prison the ship was commanded to be brought so near 
to the city where the emperor was as she might be (for 
grounding her); the which was done. So, the one-and- 
fortieth day of my imprisonment, the emperor called me 
before him again, demanding of me many questions 
more, which were too long to write. In conclusion, he 
asked me whether I were desirous to go to the ship to 
see my countrymen? I answered that I would very 
gladly do it ; so he bade me go. Then I departed, and 
was freed from imprisonment. And this was the first 
news that I had that the ship and company were come 
to the city. Wherefore, with a rejoicing heart, I took 
a boat and went out to our ship, where I found the 
captain and the rest recovered of their sickness. And 
when I come aboard, with weeping eyes was received, 
for it was given them to understand that I was executed 
long since. Thus, God be praised, all we that were left 
alive came together again. From the ship all things 
were taken out, so that the clothes which I took with me 
on my back I only had. All my instruments and books 
were taken. Not only I lost what 1 had in the ship, but 
from the captain and the company generally what was 
good or worth the taking, was carried away ; all which was 
done unknown to the emperor. So in process of time, he 
having knowledge of it, he commanded that they which 
had taken our goods should restore it to us back again. 
But, being so dispersed aboard, they could not be had; 
yet fifty thousand rials in ready money were commanded 
to be given us, the emperor himself seeing the delivery 
thereof to the hands of one that was made our governor, 
who kept them in his hands to distribute them unto us 
as we had need, for the buying of victuals for our men, 
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with other particular charges. So in the end of thirty 
days, our ship lying before the city called Sakay, three 
leagues or two leagues and a half from Osaca, where the 
emperor at that time did lie, commandment came from 
the emperor that our ship should be carried to the 
eastern part of the island called Quanto, whither, accord- 
ing to his commandment, we were carried, the distance 
being about an hundred and twenty leagues. Our 
passage thither was long, by reason of contrary winds, 
so that the emperor was there, long before us. Coming 
to the land of Quanto, and near to the city Eddo, where 
the emperor was, being arrived, I sought all means by 
supplications to get our ship clear, and to seek our best 
profit, to come where the Hollanders had their trade ; in 
which suit we spent much of the money given us. Also, 
in this time, three or four of our men rebelled against 
the captain and myself, and made a mutiny with the 
rest of our men, so that we had much trouble with them. 
For they would not abide no longer in the ship, but every 
man would be a commander, and perforce would have 
everyone their part of the money that was given by the 
emperor. It would be too long to write the particulars. 
In the end the money was divided according to every 
man’s place, and this was after we had been two years 
in Japan. After which time, when we had received a 
denial that we should not have our ship, but must abide 
in Japan, our company, having their parts of the money, 
dispersed themselves everyone where he thought best. 
In the end the emperor gave every man (to live upon) 
two pounds of rice a day, and yearly so much as was 
worth eleven or twelve ducats a year, myself, the cap- 
tain, and mariners all alike. So in process of four or 
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five years the emperor called me, as divers times he had 
done before. So one time above the rest he would have 
me to make him a small ship. I answered that I was 
no carpenter, and had no knowledge thereof. Well, do 
it so well as you can, saith he; if it be not good, it is no 
matter. Wherefore at his command I built him a ship 
of the burden of eighty tons or thereabouts. Which ship, 
being made in all respects as our manner is, he coming 
aboard to see it, liked it very well. By which means I 
came in more favour with him, so that I came often in 
his presence, who from time to time gave me presents, 
and at length a yearly revenue to live upon, much about 
seventy ducats by the year, with two pounds of rice a day 
also. Now being in such grace and favour, by reason I 
learned him some points of geometry, and the mathe- 
matics, with other things, I pleased him so that what I 
said he would not contrary. At which my former 
enemies, Jesuits and Portugals, did greatly wonder, and 
entreated me to befriend them to the emperor in their 
business. And so by my means both Spaniards and 
Portugals have received friendship from the emperor; 
I recompensing their evil to me with good. So, to pass 
my time to get my living, it hath cost me great labour 
and trouble at the first; but God hath blessed my 
labours. 

In the end of five years I made supplication to the 
king to go out of the land, desiring to see my poor wife 
and children according to conscience and nature. With 
the which request the emperor was not well pleased, 
and would not let me go any more for my country, but 
to bide in his land. Yet in process of time, being in 
great favour with the emperor, I made supplication 
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again by reason we had news that the Hollanders were 
in Achen and Patania, which rejoiced us very much, 
with hope that God should bring us to our country 
again by one means or other. Then I made supplica- 
tion again, and boldly spake myself with him, at which 
he gave me no answer. I told him, if he would permit 
me to depart, I would be a means that both the English 
and Hollanders should come and traffic in his land. 
He answered that he was desirous of both those nations 
company for traffic, but would not part with me by any 
means; but bade me write to that purpose. Seeing, 
therefore, I could not prevail for myself, I sued that my 
captain might depart; which suit he presently granted 
me. So, having gotten his liberty, he embarked in a 
Japan junk, and sailed to Patania; but he tarried there 
a year’s space, waiting for Holland ships. And seeing 
none came, he went from Patania to Jor, where he found 
a fleet of nine sail; of which fleet Matleef was general. 
And in this fleet he was made master again; w T hich fleet 
sailed to Malacca, and fought with an armado of Portu- 
gal; in which battle he was shot, and presently died. So 
that as yet, I think, no certain news is known whether I 
be living or dead. Therefore I do pray and entreat you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, to do so much as to make 
my being here in Japan known to my poor wife, in a 
manner a widow, and my two children fatherless; which 
thing only is my greatest grief of heart and conscience. 
I am a man not unknown in Ratcliff and Limehouse: to 
my good master Mr. Nicholas Diggines, and Mr. Thomas 
Best, and Mr. Nicholas Isaac, and William Isaac, 
brothers, with many others; also to Mr. William Jones, 
and Mr. Becket. Therefore may this letter come to any 
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of their hands, or the copy. I do know that compassion 
and mercy is so that my friends and kindred shall have 
news that I do as yet live in this vale of my sorrowful 
pilgrimage. The which thing again and again I do desire 
for Jesus’ sake. 

You shall understand that the first ship that I did 
make made a voyage or two, and then the king com- 
manded me to make another, the which I did, being of 
the burden of an hundred and twenty tons. In this ship 
I made a voyage from Miaco to Eddo, being about the 
length as from London to the Lizard or Land’s End of 
England. In the year of our Lord 1609 the king lent 
this ship to the Governor of Manilla, to go with eighty of 
his men to sail to Acapulco. In the year of our Lord 
1609 a great ship, called the San Fratirisco , being about 
a thousand tons, was cast away upon the coast of Japan, 
in the latitude of thirty five degrees and fifty minutes. 
By distress of weather she cut overboard her mainmast, 
and bore up for Japan, and in the night, before they 
were aware, they ran the ship upon the shore, which was 
cast away; in the which one hundred and thirty-six men 
were drowned and three hundred forty or three hundred 
fifty saved; in which ship the Governor of Manilla, as 
a passenger, was to return to Nova Spania. But this 
governor was sent in the bigger ship of my building, 
in anno 1610, to Acapulco. And in anno 1611 this 
governor returned another ship in her room, with a 
great present, and with an ambassador to the emperor, 
giving him thanks for his great friendship; also sent the 
worth of the emperor’s ship in goods and money: which 
ship the Spaniards have now in the Philippines. Now 
for my service which I have done, and daily do, being 
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employed in the emperor’s service, he hath given me a 
living like unto a lordship in England, with eighty or 
ninety husbandmen that be as my slaves or servants. 
The which or the like precedent was never here before 
given to any stranger. Thus God hath provided for me 
after my great misery; His name hath and have the 
praise for ever. Amen. 

Now, whether I shall come out of this land I know 
not. Until this present there hath been no means, but 
now, through the trade of the Hollanders, there is means. 
In the year of our Lord 1609 two Holland ships came 
to Japan. Their intention was to take the carrack that 
yearly came from Macao, being a five or six days too 
late. Nevertheless, they came to Firando, and came to 
the court to the emperor, where they were in great friend- 
ship received, making condition with the emperor yearly 
to send a ship or two, and so, with the emperor’s pass, 
they departed. Now, this year, 1611, there is a small 
ship arrived, with cloth, lead, elephants’ teeth, damask, 
and black taffeta, raw silk, pepper, and other commo- 
dities; and they have showed cause why they missed the 
former year, 1610, according to promise yearly to come. 
This ship was wondrously well received. You shall 
understand that the Hollanders have here an Indies of 
money, for they need not to bring silver out of Holland 
into the East Indies. For in Japan there is much silver 
and gold to serve their turns in other places where need 
requireth in the East Indies. But the merchandise, which 
is here vendible for ready money, is raw silk, damask, 
black taffetas, black and red cloth of the best, lead, and 
such like goods. So, now understanding by this Holland 
ship lately arrived here that there is a settled trade 
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driven by my countrymen in the East Indies, I pre- 
sume that amongst them some, either merchants, masters, 
or mariners, must needs know me. Therefore I have 
emboldened myself to write these few lines in brief, 
being desirous not to be over-tedious to the reader. 

This island of Japan is a great land, and lieth, to the 
northwards, in the latitude of eight-and-forty degrees, and 
the southermost part of it in five-and- thirty degrees, and 
the length of it, east by north and west by south (for so 
it lieth), is two hundred and twenty English leagues. 
The breadth, south and north, of it, thirteen degrees, 
twenty leagues to the degree, is two hundred sixty 
leagues, and is almost square. The people of this 
island of Japan are good of nature, courteous above 
measure, and valiant in war; their justice is severely 
executed, without any partiality, upon transgressors of 
the law. They are governed in great civility: I mean, 
not a land better governed in the world by civil policy. 
The people be very superstitious in their religion, and 
are of divers opinions. There be many Jesuits and 
Franciscan friars in this land, and they have converted 
many to be Christians, and have many churches in the 
island. 

Thus, in brief, I am constrained to write, hoping that 
by one means or other, in process of time, I shall hear of 
my wife and children; and so with patience I wait the 
good-will and pleasure of Almighty God. Therefore I 
do pray all them, or every one of them, that if this my 
letter shall come to their hands, to do the best that my 
wife and children and my good acquaintance may hear 
of me. By whose good means I may, in proceso of time, 
before my death, hear news, or see some of my friends 
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again. The which things God turn it to His glory* 
Amen. 

Dated in Japan, the two -and- twentieth of October, 
1611. 

By your unworthy friend and servant, to command 
in what I can, 

William Adams. 

Endorsed 

To my unknown friends and countrymen, desiring this 
letter, by your good means, or the news or copy of this 
letter, may come to the hands of one or many of my 
acquaintances in Limehouse, or elsewhere, or in Kent, 
in Gillingham by Rochester. 

A Letter of William Adams to his Wife 
from Japan 

Loving Wife, — You shall understand how all things 
have passed with me from the time of mine absence 
from you. We set sail with five ships from the Texel, 
in Holland, the four-and-twentieth of June, 1598, and 
departed from the coast of England, the fifth of July. 
And the one-and-twentieth of August we came to one 
of the isles of Capo Verde, called Santa Jago, where we 
abode four-and-twenty days. In which time many of 
our men fell sick through the unwholesomeness of the 
air, and our general amongst the rest. Now, the reason 
that we abode so long at these islands was that one of 
the captains of our fleet made our general believe that 
at these islands we should find great store of refreshing, 
as goats and other things, which was untrue. 
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Here I and all the pilots of the fleet were called to a 
council, in which we all showed our judgments of dis- 
liking the place: which were by all the captains taken 
so ill that afterward it was agreed by them all that the 
pilots should be no more in the council, the which was 
executed. The fifteenth day of September we departed 
from the isle of Santa Jago, and passed the equinoctial 
line. And in the latitude of three degrees to the south 
our general died; where with many contrary winds and 
rains, the season of the year being very much past, we 
were forced upon the coast of Guinea, falling upon a 
headland called Cabo de Spiritu Sancto. The new 
general commanded to bear up with Capo de Lopo 
Gonsalves, there to seek refreshing for our men, the 
which we did. In which place we landed all our sick 
men, where they did not much better; for we could find 
no store of victuals. The nine-and-twentieth of Decem- 
ber we set sail to go on our voyage, and in our way we 
fell with an island called Ilha da Nobon, where we landed 
all our sick men, taking the island by force. Their town 
contained some eighty houses. Having refreshed our 
men, we set sail again. At which time our general com- 
manded that a man for four days should have but one 
pound of bread — that was a quarter of a pound a day — 
with like proportion of wine and water. Which scarcity 
of victuals brought such feebleness that our men fell into 
so great weakness and sickness for hunger that they did 
eat the calved skins wherewith our ropes were covered. 
The third of April, 1599, we fell with the port of Saint 
Julian, and the sixth of April we came into the Straits 
of Magellan, to the first narrow. And the eighth day 
we passed the second narrow with a good wind, where 
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we came to an anchor, and landed on Penguin Island, 
where we laded our boat full of penguins, which are 
fowls greater than a duck, wherewith we were greatly 
refreshed. The tenth we weighed anchor, having much 
wind, which was good for us to go through. But our 
general would water and take in provision of wood for 
all our fleet. In which strait there is enough in every 
place, with anchor -ground in all places three or four 
leagues one from another. 

In the meantime the wind changed and came south- 
erly, so we sought a good harbour for our ship on the 
north side, four leagues from Elizabeth’s Bay. All April 
being out, we had wonderful much snow and ice, with 
great winds. For in April, May, June, July, and August 
is the winter there, being in fifty-two degrees and a half 
by south the equinoctial. Many times in the winter we 
had the wind good to go through the straits, but our 
general would not. We abode in the strait till the four- 
and-twentieth of August, 1599. On the which day we 
came into the South Sea, where, six or seven days after, 
in a great storm, we lost the whole fleet, one from another. 
That storm being long, we were driven into the latitude 
of fifty-four degrees and a half by south the equinoctial. 
The weather breaking up, and having good wind again, 
the ninth of October we saw the admiral, of which we 
were glad. Eight or ten days after, in the night, having 
very much wind, our foresail flew away, and we lost 
company of the admiral. Then, according to wind and 
weather, we directed our course for the coast of Chili, 
where, the nine-and-twentieth of October, we came to 
the place appointed of our general, in forty-six degrees, 
where we set up a pinnace and stayed eight-and-twenty 
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days. In this place we found people, with whom we 
had friendship five or six days, who brought us sheep, 
for which we gave them bills and knives, and it seemed 
to us they were contented. But shortly after they went 
all away from the place where our ship was, and we saw 
them no more. Eight-and-twenty days being expired, 
we set sail, minding to go for Baldavia. So we came to 
the mouth of the Bay of Baldavia. And being very 
much wind, our captain’s mind changed, so we directed 
our course for the Isle of Mocha. 

The first of November we came to the Isle of Mocha, 
lying in the latitude of eight-and-thirty degrees. Having 
much wind, we durst not anchor, but directed our course 
for Cape Sancta Maria, two leagues by south the island 
of Sancta Maria, where, having no knowledge of the 
people, the second of November our men went on land, 
and the people of the land fought with our men and 
hurt eight or nine; but in the end they made a false 
composition of friendship, which our men did believe. 

The next day our captain and three-and-twenty of our 
chief men went on land, meaning for merchandise to 
get victuals, having wonderful hunger. Two or three of 
the people came straight to our boat in friendly manner 
with a kind of wine and roots, with making tokens to 
come on land, making signs that there were sheep and 
oxen. Our captain, with our men, having great desire to 
get refreshing for our men, went on land. The people 
of the country lay entrenched a thousand and above, 
and straightway fell upon our men and slew them all, 
among which was my brother, Thomas Adams. By this 
loss we had scarce so many men whole as could weigh 
our anchor. So the third day, in great distress, we set 

(B 276) G 
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our course for the island of Sancta Maria, where we found 
our admiral, whom when we saw, our hearts were some- 
what comforted. We went aboard them and found them 
in as great distress as we, having lost their general, with 
seven - and - twenty of their men, slain at the island of 
Mocha, from whence they departed the day before we 
came by. Here we took counsel what we should do to 
get victuals. To go on land by force we had no men, 
for the most part were sick. There came a Spaniard by 
composition to see our ship. And so the next day he 
came again, and we let him depart quietly. The third 
day came two Spaniards aboard us without pawn, to see 
if they could betray us. When they had seen our ship, 
they would have gone on land again, but vre would not 
let them, showing that they came without leave, and we 
would not let them go on land again without our leave, 
whereat they were greatly offended. We showed them 
that we had extreme need of victuals, and that if they 
would give us so many sheep and so many beeves they 
should go on land. So against their wills they made 
composition with us, which, within the time appointed, 
they did accomplish. Having so much refreshing as we 
could get, we made all things well again, our men being 
for the most part recovered from their sickness. There 
was a young man, one Hudeopee, which knew nothing, 
but had served the admiral, who was made general; and 
the master of our ship was made vice-admiral, whose 
name was Jacob Quaternak of Rotterdam. So the general 
and vice-admiral called me and the other pilot, being an 
Englishman, called Timothy Shotten (which had been 
with Mr. Thomas Candish in his voyage about the world), 
to take counsel what we should do to make our voyage 
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for the best profit of our merchants. At last it was re- 
solved to go for Japan. For by report of one Derrick 
Gerritson, which had been there with the Portugals, 
woollen cloth was in great estimation in that island. 
And we gathered by reason that the Moluccas, and most 
part of the East Indies, were hot countries where woollen 
cloth would not be much accepted ; wherefore we all agreed 
to go for Japan. So leaving the coast of Chili, from 
thirty-six degrees of south latitude, the seven-and-twentieth 
of November, 1599, we took our course directly for 
Japan, and passed the line equinoctial with a fair wind, 
which continued for divers months. In our way we fell 
with certain islands of sixteen degrees of north latitude, 
the inhabitants whereof are man-eaters. Coming near 
these islands, and having a great pinnace with us, eight 
of our men, being in the pinnace, ran from us with the 
pinnace and (as we suppose) were eaten of the wild 
men, of which people we took one, which afterwards the 
general sent for to come into his ship. When we came 
into the latitude of seven -and -twenty and eight -and- 
twenty degrees, we found very variable winds and stormy 
weather. *The four-and-twenticth of February we lost 
sight of our admiral, which we afterwards saw no more; 
nevertheless we still did our best, directing our course 
for Japan. The four-and-twentieth of March we saw an 
island called Una Colonna, at which time many of our 
men were sick again, and divers dead. Great was the 
misery we were in, having no more but nine or ten able 
men to go or creep upon their knees, our captain and all 
the rest looking every hour to die. The eleventh of 
April, 1600, we saw the land of Japan near u»:to Bungo; 
at which time there were no more but five men of us 
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able to go. The twelfth of April we came hard to Bungo, 
where many barques came aboard us, the people whereof 
we willingly let come, having no force to resist them ; at 
which place we came to an anchor. The people offered 
us no hurt, but stole all things they could steal; for 
which some paid dear afterwards. The next day the 
king of that land sent sailors aboard to see that none of 
the merchants’ goods were stolen. Two or three days 
after our ship was brought into a good harbour, there to 
abide till the principal king of the whole island had news 
of us, and until it was known what his will was to do 
with us. In the meantime we got favour of the king of 
that place to get our captain and sick men on land, 
which was granted. And we had a house appointed us, 
in which all our men were laid, and had refreshing given 
them. After we had been there five or six days came 
a Portugal Jesuit with other Portugals, who reported of 
us that we were pirates, and were not in the way of 
merchandising; which report caused the governors and 
common people to think evil of us, in such manner that 
we looked always when we should be set upon crosses, 
which is the execution in this land for thievery and some 
other crimes. Thus daily more and more the Portugals 
incensed the justices and people against us. And two 
of our men, as traitors, gave themselves in service to the 
king, being all in all with the Portugals, having by them 
their lies warranted. The one was called Gilbert de 
Conning, whose mother dwelleth at Middleborough, who 
gave himself out to be merchant of all the goods in the 
ship. The other was called John Abelson van Owater. 
These traitors sought all manner of ways to get the goods 
into their hands, and made known unto them all things 
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that had passed in our voyage. Nine days after our 
arrival the great king of the land sent for me to come to 
him. So, taking one man with me, I went to him, taking 
my leave of our captain and all the others that were sick, 
commending myself into His hands that had preserved 
me from so many perils on the sea. I was carried in 
one of the king’s galleys to the court at Osaca, where 
the king lay, about eighty leagues from the place where 
the ship was. The twelfth of May, 1600, I came to the 
great king’s city, who caused me to be brought into the 
court, being a wonderful costly house, gilded with gold 
in abundance. Coming before the king he viewed me 
well, and seemed to be wonderful favourable. He made 
many signs unto me, some of which I understood, and 
some I did not. In the end there came one that could 
speak Portuguese. By him the king demanded of me 
of what land I was, and what moved us to come to his 
land, being so far off. I showed unto him the name of 
our country, and that our land had long sought out the 
East Indies, and desired friendship with all kings and 
potentates in way of merchandise, having in our land 
divers commodities which these lands had not; and also 
to buy such merchandise in this land which our country 
had not. Then he asked whether our country had wars? 
I answered him yea, with the Spaniards and Portugals, 
being in peace with all other nations. Further, he asked 
me in what I did believe? I said in God, that made 
heaven and earth. He asked me divers other questions 
of religion, and many other things, as what way we came 
to the country. Having a chart of the whole world, I 
showed him, through the Strait of Magellan, at ,/hich he 
wondered, and thought me to lie. Thus from one thing 
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to another I abode with him till midnight. And having 
asked me what merchandise we had in our ship I showed 
him all. In the end, he being ready to depart, I desired 
that we might have trade of merchandise as the Portugal^ 
and Spaniards had. To which he made mean answer; but 
what it was I did not understand. So he commanded 
me to be carried to prison. But two days after he sent 
for me again, and enquired of the conditions of our coun- 
try, of wars and peace, of beasts and cattle of all sorts, 
of the heavens. It seemed that he was well content with 
all mine answers unto his demands. Nevertheless I was 
commanded to prison again ; but my lodging was bettered 
in another place. 

The rest of this letter (by the malice of the bearers) 
was suppressed, but seemeth to be in substance the same 
with the former. I have added this also as containing 
divers things not mentioned in the former. This William 
Adams lately died at Firando, in Japan, as by the last 
ship we received intelligence. 
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LETTER AND AGREEMENT WITH WILLIAM 
ADAMS 

William Adams: Part of another letter 

. . . Now concerning myself. Having despatched the 
general business, I did seek unto the council to speak in 
my behalf, to get leave to go home for my country; but 
the secretary, with no other, would not speak for my 
liberty to go to my country, knowing that I had divers 
times made request, and he would not let me go. So I 
nevertheless made myself somewhat bold. Finding the 
emperor in a good mood, I took out of my bosom his 
broad seal, concerning certain lands, and laid it down 
before him, giving his Majesty most humble thanks for 
his great favour unto me, desiring leave to go for my 
country. At which request he looked earnestly upon 
me, and asked if I was desirous to go for my country? 
I answered most desirous. He answered, if he should 
detain me, he should do me wrong; insomuch that in 
his service I had behaved myself well, with many other 
words of commendations, the which I leave. So I thank 
God I got my liberty out of my long and evil service. 
With this took my leave of him, bidding me if I did 

not think well of going this year, I should tarry till other 

108 



104 EARLY VOYAGES TO JAPAN 

shipping came, and go as I would, telling me that if 
I came up into the country to bring certain goods which 
he named. So thus, I thank God, being not little joyful, 
returned with the general to Firando, where the ship 
was. 

So after about fifteen days of my abode in Firando 
it was the general’s pleasure to call for me, the Cape 
merchant, with others, being in presence, having written 
certain lines upon a side of paper, calling me to count, 
and to know of me what my intent was, whether I would 
go home with him or tarry here in this country. I 
answered him my desire was to go home to my country. 
He asked me, now with him or no; I answered him, I 
had spent in this country many years, through which 
I was poor; for which cause I was desirous to get some- 
thing before my return. The reason I would not go 
with him was for divers injuries done against me; the 
which were things to me very strange and unlooked for; 
which things to write I cease, leaving it to others to make 
relation thereof. He asked me if I would serve the com- 
pany. I answered, yes, very willing. He asked me on 
what condition, whether I would take the £ 20 of gratis 
which the Worshipful Company had lent my wife, and 
stand to their courtesy. First, I do most humbly thank 
the Worshipful Company for this deed of Christian 
charity in the lending of my poor wife ^20. If ever 
I be able, I will make satisfaction for the profit thereof, 
and for the principal have here made satisfaction to 
General John Saris, taking the bill of exchange, which 
divers of my good friends have given their words for 
payment thereof, having their hands firmed, and I thank 
Almighty God that hath given me ability to make pay- 
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ment thereof. The time was many years in this country 
I have not been master of ^20. I answered if I were in 
presence of the Worshipful Company, I would stand to 
anything I should think good of; but in this place was 
willing to have some certainty. He still urged me with 
the £20 lent to my wife of gratis, and stand to the com- 
pany’s good-will. I answered as at the first, again. They 
asked me what I would for a year. I told him I have 
never been hired by the year, but by the month. He 
told me the company did not hire men by the month, 
but by the year. I told him I was not willing to go by 
the year, but by the month. He asked me what I would 
ask a month. I told him of strangers by whom I have 
been employed did give me ^15 the month, but I de- 
manded ^12 the month. Upon demand, he made me 
go out of the chamber a little while, and he would call 
me again. So I went away, and a little while after he called 
me again, and asked me if I was resolved. I told him as 
at the first. So he bade me the year £ 80 . I told him 
again, I would not. So in the end I told him not under 
;£io the month, I would not serve, alleging I was un- 
willing to put the company to such a great charge, because 
I did not see in Japan any profit to be made to quite 
such great wages, but rather to be free, for in respect of 
benefit I had divers means offered me, to be more to my 
profit, which the general knew of; desiring the general 
to let me be free, and to take other orders, which were 
for my furtherance, and not to be here employed, where 
I saw no profit come in. Thus in the end he proffered 
me £80 and the £20 given me free which was lent my 
wife. I answered him, no. So he let me depart till the 
next day, at which time I promised to give him a resolute 
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answer. So the next day, in the morning, sent for me 
again, whether I was resolved; I said as afore. So he 
answered me, I did exact upon them to have them to give 
me what I list. I told him again my meaning was not 
so, for I could better myself a great deal more, only I was 
not willing to serve where by my service I could not win 
so much for my masters. So demanding me still earnestly, 
proffered me £100 the year; the which, in consideration, 
I could not give discontent, but granted unto it. So 
upon this he did ask me how I would be paid by it. I 
told him, here in Japan. He said, none in his ship did 
receive not above a third part before he came home. At 
which I answered, it might be so, but my case was other- 
wise, for I have promised my service no longer but such 
time as God shall send the Clove in to England, or answer 
of her arrival, and return of the Worshipful Company’s 
answer whether they will discover to the north-west, or 

not. Therefore, for me to tarry so long, and not to 

receive no wages here, I would not maintain myself with 
apparel and expenses, without receiving some money to 
maintain myself in credit and clothes. So I agreed, 
which God grant his blessing upon my labours, that I 
may be a profitable servant unto your worship; which 

I hope in Almighty God I shall be. 

Now concerning their discovery to the northward. If 
it stand with your worship’s liking, in my judgment never 
hath been better means to discover. My reasons: first, 
this kingdom of Japan, with whom we have friendship, 
the emperor hath promised his assistance to you, his 
letter of friendship to the country of Yedzoo and Mates- 
maye, where his subjects are resident. Secondly, lan- 
guages, that can speak the Corean and Tartar language, 
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for Japan language not to be reckoned. For shipping, if 
your worship send not, yet you may have buildea, or 
cause to be builded, such ships or pinnaces necessary 
for such discovery with less charges. Things are here, 
good cheap, as timber, plank, iron, hemp, and carpenters: 
only tar here is none; rosin enough, but very dear. 
These things I have experience of, because I have built 
two ships in this country for the emperor: the one of 
them sold to the Spaniard upon occasion, the other I 
sailed in myself upon divers voyages upon this coast. 
Now, the one of them that was sold to the Spaniards was 
upon this occasion: that a great ship of 1000 tons, which 
came from the Manillas, which was cast away upon this 
coast, wherein was the Governor of Manilla, to whom the 
emperor lent her to carry him to Acapulca, a place in 
Nova Spania; which ship they found so good as they 
never returned again, but sent so much money as she 
was worth, and afterwards was employed in the voyages 
from Nova Spania to the Philippines. So that, neverthe- 
less by my profession I am no shipwright, yet I hope to 
make such shipping as shall be necessary for any such 
discovery. Now men to sail with only excepted, the 
people are not acquainted with our manner. Therefore, 
if your worship have any such purpose, send me good 
mariners to sail with; and if you send but fifteen or 
twenty, or less, it is no matter, for the people of this land 
are very stout seamen, and in what way I shall go in 
I can have so many as I will. Now for victualling. 
Here is in this land enough and such plenty, and so 
good cheap as is in England, as those who have been 
here can satisfy your worship therein. So that I say 
again, the wants be cordage, pouldaves (canvas), and 



108 EARLY VOYAGES TO JAPAN 

tar, pitch or rosin, and compasses, running glasses, a pair 
of globes for demonstration, and some cards or maps 
containing the whole world. These things if your worship 
do furnish me with, you shall find me not negligent in 
such an honourable service; by God’s grace. Thus much 
I have thought good to write to your worship, being some- 
what long in making the particulars apparent of this dis- 
course; which discourse, I do trust in Almighty God, 
should be of the most famous that ever hath been, &c. 

Now concerning the great kindness which your wor- 
ships hath showed to me in lending my wife money. 
I do still crave your worships’ compassion. What money 
your worship shall lend, by God’s grace I will make such 
satisfaction as shall be to your desire. Therefore I do 
again entreat your worships to lend my wife ^30 or 
^40, till it be the will of God I come home. And 
either here to pay it, or elsewhere, as you shall command 
me, &c. 

I do embolden myself to commend me unto your 
worships, praying Almighty God to bless your worship 
with continuance of his grace in health and prosperity; 
and in the life to come everlasting felicity. Amen. 

By your unworthy servant and unknown friend, yet 
faithful to command till death, 


William Adams. 
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The Contract made with Captain William Adams, 
at Firando, in Japan, the 24th of November, 
1613. 

Whereas the Right Honourable Company, the mer- 
chants of London trading in the East Indies, of their 
great love and affection to you, Captain Adams, have 
appointed and set out this ship called the Clove for Japan ; 
building their hopes upon the foundation of your long 
experience in these parts, for the settling of a beneficial 
factory. And having since my arrival not only obtained 
the emperors grant with large privileges for the same, 
which also procured your freedom, which, till this present, 
could not be obtained. It now resteth what course you 
will take; whether to return for your country, or remain 
here the company’s servant, in what manner you hold 
yourself best able to do them service, what salary you 
will have, and in what manner to be paid. Viz., to have 
the £20 by exchange imprested unto you, and to stand 
to the courtesy of the company for further guerdon, or 
to come to a certain agreement for such a sum as myself 
and the factors appointed to stay here think fitting, till 
advice out of England. And herein I entreat you cheer- 
fully to deliver your resolution to each point, for that the 
time of year enforceth my departure. And I should be 
heartily sorry if in what I may give you content there 
should happen the least defect. 

“ Whereunto he made answer, that his desire is to 
go home for his native country of England, but not in 
this ship; only his staying is for a certain time to get 
something, having hitherto spent his time so many years 
in vain, and would not now go home with an empty 
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purse. And that he is willing to do the company the 
best service he can in anything he may serve them in, 
either by sea or land, to the benefit of the English factory 
in Japan, or elsewhere, as shall be thought fitting by the 
council of the English factors there resident, until the 
return of the next ship, or ships, after the certain news 
of the Clove's arrival in England. Yet is not willing to 
take the ^20 empress before mentioned, and to stand 
to the Worshipful Company’s courtesy for the rest; but 
rather to come to an agreement now, that he should have 
to stand upon a certainty. And demanded jQ 12 sterling 
per month, saying the Flemings did give him ^15 when 
they first employed him in these parts; and hereupon 
went forth, willing the general and the rest that they 
should bethink themselves, for if they would not give 
him so much, there were others that would; and there- 
fore wished them not to be to his hindrance. And soon 
after returning, our general offered him four-score pounds 
a year. But he answered that under ^120 per annum 
he would not. Then he was offered to have the £20 
lent to his wife given gratis besides the jQ 80 per annum. 
But he stood still to his former offer of ^120 per annum; 
and so departed, wishing us to bethink ourselves better 
till the morrow morning. At which time the council 
aforesaid being assembled again, Captain Adams being 
present, was of his own good will contented to be enter- 
tained into the Worshipful Company’s service for the 
stipend or salary of ^100 sterling per year, to be paid at 
the end of two years, or at such time as news shall come 
out of England of the arrival of the Clove by any one 
ship or ships. Only in the meantime his desire was, 
that if he stood in need of £20 sterling to lay out in 
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III 


apparel, or any other necessaries, that he might be 
furnished therewith. 

“ And so in witness of the truth, he hath hereunto put 
his hand and seal, promising not to use any trade for 
his own private benefit per sea or land, to be prejudicial 
to the benefit of the company. Dated at Firando, in 
Japan, the 24th day of November, 1613. 

♦ By me, 

William Adams. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us — 

Richard Cocks. 

Tempest Peacock. 

Richard Wickham. 







